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A Rerizw of times pafl, and con- 
templations on future profpeds, 
humbly attempted for general in- 
Slrudion, and to excite pious med- 
ttations, (F¢.+2 or the Edtiors’ 
New-Yecr’s Girt, to their gen- 
crous readers. 


(Contin. from Vol. III. p. 249.) 
NOTHER year is gone. 
LX Yes, irrecoverably gone. 


Millions are gone with it to the 
grave, andto judgment. Alithe 
ving, folemn thought! have been 
wafted on one year nearer to eter- 
nity and their finaldoom. With 
millions this will be the laft year. 
Great numbers will live but a 
{mall part of it. Every portion 
of time, each month, and day, 
and hour, is pregnant with great 
events. There is not a minute 
in which there are not. more per- 
ions exchanging vorlds, and going 
to judgment, than there are fec. 
onds in it.* 
year, with an entire uncertainty 
what will be the events of it with 
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refpe& to themfelves. No one 
can determine that ke fhall not be 
the firit who fhall be called to 
the lofs of his deareft 
enjoyments, or whofe days fhall 
be numbered and finifhed. For 
man alfo knoweth not his time. 
The eternal happinefs or mifery 
of every man beyond the grave, 


depends who! ly on the manner in 
whi: ch he employs the flecting, 


precarious moments appointed to 
him upon the earth. very day 
and hour will either increafe his 
treafure in heaven and eternally 
enhance the glory and blefednefs 
of his future reward, or add to the 
magnitude of his guilt, and for- 
ever increafe the feverity of his 
punifhment. In this view how 
fhould every mind be impreffed 
and force of 
that apoftolic injunction ; See then 
that ye walk circum af peely, not as 
fools, but as wife, redeeming the time, 
‘becanfe the days are evilt ? The 
words import, that the wifdom of 
man confiiteth in the redemption 
and right ufe of time, and that to 
embezzle, or mifimprove it is the 
moit egregious folly. But what 
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is time 2? What is it to redeem | of his enemies, and to the judg. 


time ? May not an anfwer to thefe 
inquiries lead us to fuch a view of 
times paft and times to come.as 
fhall furnith us with meditations 
fuitable for the New Year’s day ? 
Meditations calculated to make 
us wife and ufeful while we live, 
and honorable and bleffed when 
time with us fhall be no more ? 
Time in a general fenfe is the 
meafure of the earthly creation in 
its prefent manner of exiftence. 
When the Creator faid, Let there 
be light and there was light 5. and 
the evening and the morning were 
the firft day, time began. When 
the trump of God fhall found, the 
dead arife, and the earth and the 
works that are therein fhall be 
burnt up, time will be no more. 
The eleé& will be gathered in, and 
the myftery of God finifhed. 
The duration of time, probably, 
will be, between feven and cight 
thoufand years. About 2,514 
clapfed before the giving of the 
law at mount Sinai. From that 
time to the birth of Chrift, was 
about 1,486 years, making in the 
whole 4,000 years. The term 
from the advent of our Saviour, 
to the millennium, or thoufand 
years of light, purity and peace 
to the church, is generally com- 
puted from the prophetic repre- 
fentations at 2,000 years more. 
This glorious Sabbath of a thou- 
fand years will make the complete 
termof 7ooo years. Itis written, 
Afier that fatan mufl be loofed for a 
little feafon, and fhail go out to de- 
celve the nations, which are in the 
four quarters of the earth* : and 
to pe them together, to com- 
pais the camp of the faints about. 
Chrift is thea reprefented as com- 
ing tothe complete deliverance of 
the church, the total overthrow 


* Revelation xx. 7, 3. 


ment of the world. This, ac. 
cording to the common courfe of 
providence, may be accomplithed 
ina few centuries. As the divine 
Spirit hath termed it, a little fea- 
fon, and as no events are afligned 
to it, but the fudden and great 
apoftacy, and the gathering to. 
gether of the wicked to compafs 
the camp of the faints about, and 
the holy city, it is reafonable to 
believe, that the time will be fhort, 

Tue whole duration of time, 
be it longer or fhorter, is laid out 
to a moment, in the divine pur. 
pofe, with all its different periods 
and events. He hath appointed 
the time of the rife, duration, and 
fall of kingdoms and empires, the 
countries in which they were to 
flourifz, and the time, place and 
circumftances of every man’s ex. 
iftence. And hath made of one 
blood, all nations of men, for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation.* Te hath laid out all 
the great periods of time : That 
from the the creation to the del- 
uge ; from that to the giving of 
the law ; and thence to the com- 
ing of the Meffiah. He deter- 
mined the period from the incar- 
nation of the Saviour unto the 
rife of Mahomet, and the manof 
fin; in which he would fupport 
the church under the heathen 
beat ; and the 1260 years of the 
reign of the man of fin, that 
monfter of iniquity, who exalt- 
eth himfelf above all that is cal- 
led God. He devifed and laid 
out the thoufand years, which is 
to be a glorious Sabbath of reft 
and joy to the church, the judg- 
ment of the great day, and all the 
fmaller periods of which thofe 
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grand divifions have been or will 
be compofed ; and all the events 
with which they have been, or 
fhall be filled. They are all times 
which he hath put in his power, 
and the events of which he has 
governed and will govern accord- 
ing to his pu:pofe ; for his own 
glory, and the perfe&tion and 
bleffednefs of his moral kingdom. 

THE times of men are all in his 
hands. 
which God hath appointed him, 
in the prefent world. All but 
this, to him, is eternity, be it 
ever fo fhort. Js there not an ap- 
pointed time unto man upon earth* ? 
His days are determined, the num- 
ber of his months are with thee ; 
thou haft fet his bounds that he can- 
not pafs.+ ‘There is a particular 
hour or moment which is termed 
man’s time. Thisis the hour, or 
moment of his diffolution. For 
man alfo knoweth not his time. This 
is emphatically his time, as it is 
to him the end of all time and 
opportunities, the commencement 
of eternity, and determines his 
endlefs condition. 

A zt the great and all the {mall 
divifions of time, teem with events 
worthy of God. He fuffers not 
a moment to pafs without effec- 
ing fomething for his glory and 
the good of his kingdom. 

Time accomplithes all thofe 
events by which God is glorified, 
his church ereéted, fanétified, pro- 
tected, finally faved and glorified. 
Time will prepare all the veffels of 
mercy for glory, and fit all the 


veflels of wrath for deftruGtion. 


There is not a moment of time 
well improved but what will honor 
the Creator, add luftre to the 
crowns and increafe the joys of 
the faints for ever. Every day 
2nd hour mifimproved will increafe 





* Job vii. x. = ¢ Chap. xiv. 5. 
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the fhame, and punifhment of the 
inner through interminable ages. 
Of time no man can boaft. No, 
not of tomorrow, not of an hour, 
not of amoment: For it is writ- 
ten, In a moment he fhall die. 
Of time no man knows the worth. 
This is a defcriptive fketch of 
time. Well hath the poet faid, 
“ On al! important time, through every 
are, 
Though much, and warm, the wife 
have urg’d; the man 


Is yet unborn, who duly weighs an 
hour.”*t 


Bur what is it to redeem time? 
To redeem is to recover, or ran- 
fom by paying a price, or by 
extraordinary exertions and diliv 
gence. The term is metaphori- 
cal, alluding to merchants, who 
watch all opportunities for com- 
merce ; deny themfelves fleep, 
eafe and pleafure, and fpare no 
pains to get gain. Sometimes it 
means, the making up of loft time, 
by uncommonattivity and diligence 
afterwards. At other times it 
implies extraordinary exertion and 
double diligence, by which as 
much is accomplifhed in one day 
or year, as otherwife would have 
been done in two days or years; 
by which one half of the time is 
redeemed for fome other employ- 
ment. Ineither of thefe views, 
it implies a careful avoiding of all 
mifpenfe of time, and employing 
the whole of it, with a¢tivity and 
diligence, for the beft purpofes. 

PARTICULARLY it implies a 
ftudious recovering it from all 
unneceflary fleep and drowfinefs ; 
from floth, idlenefs, eafe, paftimes, 
and fenfual pleafures; from ga- 
ming and all unlawful diverfions, 
exercifes and employments. It 
implies the moft cautious guard- 
ing againft all mifpenfe of time. 
It implies fome proper fenfe of 


+ Night Thoughts, p. 18. 
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the ineftimable worth of time, of 
our obligations to redeem it, and 
of the immenfe importance of it 
to ourfelves and others. This 
enters fo deeply into the idea of 
redeeming time, that without it 
no perfon will be engaged in this 
iInomentous —. 
REDEEMING time, implics re- 
covering it from 1 heamenihencs e, un- 


belief, ungodlinefs and a flate of | 
lin. Jet men be ever fo bufily | 


em ployed even to the 


and yet neglect God and their 
fouls, they have been idle, and 
have doue nothing for which time 
was given them. Our Saviour 
addrefies all perfons of this char- 
acter, in this reprehcnfive lan- 


guage: Why ftand ye here ail 


the day idie ? ‘Time is not re- | 


deemed until we employ it for 


with right views. ‘The great and 
principal thing, nay, the very firik 
thing is, Lo Soak ff th ¢ kingd: om 
of God and bis righteonjnef # 
REDEEMING time, implics not 
only the employing it for right 
ends, but that we be active, dili- 
gent and perleveringin all branches 
of duty : that we double our dil- 
igence, and do all that we can, in 
the fhort, uncertain day, which is 
appointed tous. Our great Maf- 


ter commands, Strive, or as it | 


might be rendered, be in an agony 
to enter in at the firait gate.t Fur- 
ther it is Writes, Whatfrever thy 
band Jindeth to doy do it with ail 
th y ni ight, or there ts no work, nor 
dev vice, nor knowledge, nor wifdom 
in the grave whither thou goeft.t 


The gofpel forbids all floth, and 


demands conilant activity 1d | 


and 


diligence. Not fra Miul in bufi- 


* Matth. vi. 33. 
¢ Luke xiii. 24. 
$ Ecclef ix. x0 





nefs, fervent in fpirit Serving the 
Lord.§ 

Furrtuer, redeeming time 
comprifes in it, a diligent attend. 
ance on all inftituted means of re. 
ligion ; fecret, privates and ejacu- 
latory penyets the public worfhip 
and ordinances ; fearching the 
fcriptures, and felf examination. 
God, in his infinite wifdom aad 
soodnefs, has < nted thefe 
b> 4 ed Aen api et, to 
affill us in redec ming time, and in 


. - y > + +t, ,} 1, { . 
applyiag it to the nobleft pur. 
} 4 


hour in the affairs of the world, | 


pofes ; and it cannot be done 
without a ferious, diligent and per. 
fevering attention to them. 
Axnoruer thing of great con. 
fideration in the red eeming and 


| tight improvement of time, is 


watching and improving favorable 
feafons and opportunities, fuch as 
the days of youth, times of fpecial 


| awake ming, when the fpirit of 
good purpoles, to right ends and | 


God is ftriving with us and others: 
Times of peculiar light, and more 
than ordinary means fe inftruGtion: 
Times of great mercy, or afflic- 
tion. By ak ving and i improv- 

ing thefe men redeem time to in- 
a advantage. More is done 
for them, and the glory of God, 

ina tho rt time, than is done in 
many years, at other times. By 
not obferving, and negleCing 
them all is loft. The Hraelites 
in the wildernefs, by not improv- 
ing their opportunity, came fhort 
of the reit propniled in Canaan, 


and fell in the defert. The Jews 


| had their day, but by not difcers- 


iug the figns of the times, and 
not aaa ig the things whic th be- 
long ‘ed to their pcace, loft ~~ - 


chy, temple, nation, and eve 
é 


their fouls. They brought wret! 
upon themfelves to the Sat 
In a word, time may be {ull 
further redeemed by a fertous and 
pious atteition to the events, fud- 


§ Rom, xii. 14. 
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den changes and revolutions in 
the world and in the church. 
Thefe wonderful works of God, 
teach us his power, wifdom, truth 
and faithfulnefs ; his great good- 
n nefs 2 and mercy. His glorious 

haracter is brought to view in 
them. Lhe Lord is known by the 
judgments which he executeth. By 
his marvellous works of mercy and 
judgment, he fills the earth with 
his glory.* The contemplation 
of them affords great inftruction, 
confolation, and ground of confi- 
dence in God. They afford prof- 


itable admonition, beget reverence 


aid adoring ideas of the divine | 


majefty. ‘They exhibit fuch a 


wonderful accomplifhment of pro- | 


phecies and divine promifes, as is 
mott + happily adapted to the con- 


rmation of our faith in the word | 


and | promifes of God. ‘They have 
been written therefore for our 
learning, admonition and comfort, 
on whom the ends of the world 


arecome.t ‘The Pfalmilt there- | 
lore refolved, £ ez/l remember the | 
works of the Lord: furely I will | 


remember thy wonders of old. J' 


will meditate alfo of all thy works.f 
the events of our times are full of 
mlruction, ‘The figns of the: 
are important, and point us to 
the dangers and duties of our par- 
ticular day. We can therefore, 
by no means, redeem time to the 
bett advaatage, without a pious 
obfervation of prefent events and 
alpects. This is neceffary that 
we may praife God ‘for mercies, 
aid humble ourfelves under his 
frowns, 

THE exceedingly fudcen and 
awful changes which time is mak- 
ln in individuals, in families, and 


n the ennallaé « = on . 
‘2 hhkle VWOmG mein s dying ina 
b 4 “ 


* x, ‘ ° 
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moment, dying in that very night, 
when they are faying peace and 
fafety ; foul take thine eafe, thou 
haft much goods laid up for many 
years ; dying in full ftrength, be- 
ing wholly at eafe and quiet, when 
their breafts are full of milk and 
their bones moiftened with mar- 
row, are exceedingly calculated to 
imprefs the mind with a fenfe of 
the worth of time, of the uncer- 
tainty of it, of the importance of 
improving each moment, and to 
ftimulate us to redeem time with 
all our might. Who is wife, and 
he foall underfland thefe things, pru- 
dent and he fhall know them ?§ 
We may therefore manifelt our 
wifdom and redeem time, by con- 
templating the events of the laf 
year. 

Wuite we caft our eyes upon 
Europe and the old world, how 
do we witnefs a change in the 
whole fate and appearance of the 
nations, fince the commencement 
of the lalt year! Then peace, 
with her olive branch, feemed to 
have compofed Europe and the 
world. But now the — trance 
is that of d:forder, tumult, rapine 
and horrid wars. The flate of 
Europe, and of other parts of the 
| old world, is fuch as portends the 
moft momentous events. The 
Turki empire, enervated in its 
government, and torn with intef- 
| tine animolities and wars, feems to 
be verging towards a diffolution. 
Arabia appears to bein aconvulfed 
ftate. China has been fuffering 
all the horrors of civil war. The 
infurgents have carried war even 
to the gates of the impcrial city. 
| Tie emperor has “i ‘obliged to 
| wield his fwword in defence of his 
perfon and family. In Egypt 
the Mamelukcs have been rep 
{ 








fented as in a fate of rebcilion. 
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In Europe war has again hung 
out the bloody flag. The almoft 
incredible preparations of the Firft 
Conful of France for the invafion 
and conqueft of Great Britain, 
and her exertions to ward off the 
impending blow, and to annoy her 
enemy, attraét the attention of 
Europe and of the whole world. 

Tus ftate of hoftility is deeply 
to be regretted, not only as it 
opens the fluices of human bicod 
and fills countries with widows 
and orphans ; but as it 1s deftruc- 
tive to morals, and productive of 
the worft tempers, and moft hor- 
rid crimes. It is alfo injurious to 
literature, commerce, and all the 
arts of peace ; and obftructs the 
propagation of the gofpel. Pious 
people will deprecate it, as it has 
dafhed the pleafing profpe&, which 
appeared to be opening, at the re- 
turn of peace, for the extenfive 
{pread of the proteftant religion 
in France and Italy. They will 
lament on the account of the op- 
preffion and trials of their Chriftian 
brethren, in thofe countries, where 
the war prevails. They will fym- 
pathize with them, and ceafe not 
to pray for them, that they may 
be kept in the hour of temptation: 
That their faith may not fail, and 
that they may abide continually 


under the fhadow of the Al- 
mighty. 

WuiLe we contemplate the 
tumult of the nations, and the aw- 
ful crifis with refpe& to Europe, 
let this be our confolation, That 


the Lord reigneth: That the 
wrath of man fhall praife him; 
and that the remainder of wrath 
he will reftrain: That he taketh 
the wife in their own craftinefs ; 
and that thofe who waik in pride, 
he is able to abafe. Let us im- 
portunately pray in the language 
of the prophet Habakkuk, when, 
in vifion, he faw the wreck of na- 





Caw. 


tions, Lord revive thy work, Let 
what will be the fate of nations, 
plead thine own caufe, enlarge and 
eftablifh thine own kingdom, the 
mount Zion which thou haf 
loved. 

Tw the Weft Indies, war, with 
its utmoft horrors, has raged, in 
confequence of which there have 
been many great and important 


alterations with regard to thofe 
Iflands. 


Amupst this confli@ of na. 
tions, thefe United States hare 
enjoyed peace, plenty, and the 
ampleft privileges, civil and relig. 
ious, of which any people could 
ever boaft. Our navigation, con- 
merce, fifheries, hufbandry, fettle. 
ments, numbers and refources have 
been conftantly increafing. 






Wiru refpect to religion, from 
the accounts which have been re- 
ceived from Europe, it appears 
that the miffionary fpirit contin- 
ues, and that great exertions are 
made in Great Britain, Germany, 
and fome other parts, to diffule 
Chriftian knowledge among their 
own people, and to communicate 
the blefiings of civilization and 
the gofpel to the Heathen. In 
Great Britain, it appears, that on 
the whole Chriftian knowledge, 
orthodoxy, experimental preach- 
ing and religion are increafing. 

To fome churches, in the Uni- 
ted States, the laft year has been 
a year of refrefhing. The happy 
effects of the late revivals in others 
are abundantly manifeft, in the in- 
creafe of their numbers, zeal, {pit- 
itual life, peace, order and beauty. 
From feveral reports which have 
been exhibited relative to the gen- 
eral ftate of the churches, in the 
United States, it appears, that 
they have not, for many y¢ar 
been in a more fourifhing cot 
dition. 
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Ix Conneticut, the ftate of 
our College, of our fchools and 
of literature in general, is very 
flattering ; tho’ the College has 
fuftained a great lofs in the death 
of Mr. Ebenezer G. Marfh, Se- 
nior Tutor, and Profeffor ele& of 
Languages and Ecclefiaftical Hif- 
tory. Though fore and mortal 
ficknefs has ravaged fome of the 
principal towns and cities in our 
fiter States ; and though it has 
been a year of more than common 
mortality in general, yet in this 
State, with thre exception of a few 
towns, the inhabitants have enjoy- 
ed health and a great degree of 
profperity. The lives, health and 
ufefulnefs of our governor, lieu- 
tenant-governor, and council, of 
the judges of our courts, and of 
our fenators and reprefentatives in 
the national legiflature, have been 
preferved. Three of the clergy 
only, and thefe venerable for 
length of days, as well as ufeful- 
nefs, have finifhed their courfe 
fince the commencement of the 
lat year.* While,the years of 
others have been numbered and 
fnifhed, yet we, through help ob- 
tained from God, continue unto 
the prefent time. Though un- 
worthy of the leaft of all the mer- 
cy and all the truth which he hath 
fhewed unto his fervants, yet he 
hath leaded us with his benefits. 
In view of thefe national, domef- 
tic and perfonal mercies, how 





* The Rev. Danicl Farrand, paftor 
of the firft church in Canaan ; who di- 
died March 28th, in the 84th year of 
bis age, and s1ft of his miniftry. The 
Rev. Eleazer May, paftor of the church 
in Haddam ; who died April 14th, in 
the 71ft year of hisage, and 46th of his 
miniftry. The Rev. Eliphalet Williams, 
D. D. paftor of the firft church in Eaft- 
Hartford; who died June 29th, in the 
77th year of his age, and 6th of his 
minikry, 
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fhould our hearts glow with grat. 
itude and love! and with what 
joyful lips fhould we fhow forth 
the praifes of our great Benefac- 
tor! How fhould we praife him 
in lives of ail holy obedience ; 
and be zealoufly and conftantly 
redeeming the time for the no- 
ble purpofe of glorifying him, 
both in our bodies and in our 
fpirits which are his! ‘Let us re- 
alize, that in proportion to the 
number and greatnefs of our priv- 
ileges and of his mercies, are our 
obligations to ferve and glorify 
him. 

Griart is the occafion which 
we, the editors of this Magazine, 
have to rejoice, and afcribeall glo- 
ry and thank{giving to the Father 
of mercies, that we have all been 
{pared another year, to our fami- 
lies, and to the people of our ref- 
pective charges: That we may 
once more congratulate our read- 
ers on the commencement of a 
new year : That we may prefent 
you with a review of the events 
of the laft, and call your atten- 
tion to the precioufnefs and re- 
demption of time. We intreat 
you to unite your thankfgiving 
with ours, for the mercies we have 
mutually received, and to ftrive 
together in your prayers to God 
for us, that while we live, we 
may redeem the time, employing 
the precarious moments which re- 
main, with activity, diligence and 
perfeverance, for the happieft pur- 
pofes for ourfelves, for you, and 
for the churches of our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift. 

Wuice wethank you for the 
candor with which you have re. 
ceived, and the generofity with 
which you have fo long fupported 
this Magazine, our prayer toGod 
for you is, that his eye might be 
upon you, your families and con- 
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ginning of the year unto its end. 
That the light of his candle may 
fhine upon your tabernacles, and 


that the light of his countenance, 


and of the knowledge of his glo- | 


ry may fhine in upon your fouls: 


That you may grow inknowled, ve, 


in grace, in comfort, in ufeful- 


nefs, andia every amiable attain- 


ment, until you fhall be perfected 
in holinefs, and receive the end of 
your faith, the eternal falvation of 
your fouls. 


Tuat we may fucceed in our | 


prayers for You, and that you 
may be eternally difinguifhed for 
the luftre of your crown, andthe 
greatnefs of your reward, allow 
us, with the greatelt earneftneds, 
and the moft folemn confidera- 
tions, to prefs the apoltolic ex- 


hortation, That ye walk circume | 


Spellly, not as fools, but as wife re- 
deeming the iime. 

To quicken ourfelves and you 
to this momentous duty, let us 
mot ferioufly examine mae 
how we have employed our tin 
in years paft, and the lait year in 

particular. Have redeeme 
it from drowtinefs 3, floth, 


eae 
vw C 


bath, from worldly 


profanation of its facred 

and for all the purpofes of lecret, 
private and public worthip, 
all the pare es of fpiritual im- 
provement ? Have we redeemed 
time to attend all the ordinances 
of Chrift, and inftituted means of 
grace and {piritual in iprovement ? 
Have we done all for 

our families, the church af God 
and mankind, whic! our hand 
hath found to do, with all our 
might? Have we fo idles ed the 
events and figns of the times as to 
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indo- | 
lence, paltimes, idlenefs, evil com- | 
pany, wicked courfes and every | 
kind of mifimprovement ? Hovw | 
have we redeemed it on the Sab- | 
purfuits and | 
converfation, from every kind of | 
hours, | 


and | 


[Jaw: 


, walk with God in them, Praifing 
| him for his mercies, humbling 
ourfelves under his jndgmentr 
learning the worth, fhortnefs ang 
uncertainty of time ; ftimulatins 
us to greater and greater activity 
_and diligence in redeemi ing it? 
| Have we employed it for G God, 
with right views and right ends ? 
Or have we flood idle all the day} 
Where is the man who: has aot 
been greatly deficient in thefe ye. 
{pects ? Who will not find him m- 
felf guilty and reproved by this 
view of time and its lide? 
And how fhvould a confideration 
of all lofs and mifimprovement of 
time awaken us to the utmol a. 
| tivity and diligence in redeeming 
the Meeting moments which te- 
main? 

A CONSIDERATION of the 
goodnefs of God, and efpecially 
of his goodnefs to us in partic. 
ular, that when he divided to 
the fons of Adam the bounds of 
tucir habitation, and the various 
periods of time, in which they 
fhouldexift, he appointedthis great 
and good land, a land of health 
and plenty, aland of fuch glor- 
ous light, liberty and _ privileges 
unto our forefathers and unto us, 
fhould +agage us to redeem all our 
time for his fervice and glory. 
That it is fo far removed from the 
broils, works, evil cuftoms and 
—_ of the old world ; fo hap- 

ily fituated for navigation, com: 
me rce, inde pendence, and all “4 
arts of peace ; that Cw by th 
molt mnerciful and wonderful exer- 
tions of his prov vidence preferved 
it for us, and made us an inde- 

pendent nation, poffeffed of fucl il 
diftineutfhing privileges, increaics 
our ob! ications. That we were 
born and educated in fuch a peti- 
od of time, not in the ages of the 
old world, net in tie dark ages, 
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intervened between tit 


which 
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general deluge and the giving of 
the law, not under the Mofaic, 
but under the more mild and glo- 
riows difpenfation of the gofpel ; 
not ia the dark places of 
earth, where the people perth for 
vifion ; but in thofe hap- 
where the Sua of 
Richteoufnefs hath arfen with 
fi ealing in his wings, beyond all 

iculation, of bliges us to redeem 
the time. That he, in whofe 
—— all our times are, hath given 


a 3 
ack OF 


DY recions, 


's fo much health of countenance 


at nd fo much length of days, with 
all his love inChritt Jefus, b inds us 
indifpenfisly to redeem all our 
time for him. 

SHOULD not a confideration of 
the commands of God to redeem 
thetime, not to be floth ful, ee - 
lowers of them, who through faith 
and patience inherit the promifes, 
awaken us to this duty? Should 
not the doom of the flothful fer- 
vant roufe allto activity and dili- 
Who can endure the 
thought of being calt into outer 
darknefi 


eutadeetl 
gence § 


5? 

How fhould contemplations on 
the immenfe vuilt of not redeem- 
ing time, of mifimproving Sab- 
bathe and opportunities for {pirit- 
ual improvement, and to inftruct 
and cdo good to our riper to 
mankind, and the church of God, 
awaken us to all poflible exertion 
and diligence ia our duty ? ‘To 
mifi mprove time, flanding all the 

idl » 13 to abufe ail the goo d- 
nels of God, and rob him of all 
the honor and fervice we owe to 
him. [tis to rob our families, 
Nay, it 
the murder and total 
deftruction of ourfelves! The 
ment of an hour for God 
may give us more honor and hap- 
pineis than all the human race do 
how, or ever have ¢€ njoy: ed. The 


4 
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happy creature in everlatting 
fhame and punifhment. Hours, 
thofe fhort portions of time, are 
worth more than crowns, empires 
and worlds. Weill has the poet 
fung, 
cesnseseresertsterssmeemee “© Throw years away ! 
Throw 5, and be blamelefs. 
Moments {eize 
Heaven's on the 
we may with, 
When worlds want wealth to buy. 
Who is not 2 
and madne 


empire 


wing : a moment 


” 


‘tonifhed at the guilt 
{s of trifling with time? 
Who can contemplate them, and 
not be excited to improve it with 
all his might ? 

How fhould public teachers, 
yarents, matters, ‘all who iniiru€, 
all who love God and human na- 
ture, teach thofe under their care, 
and all with whom they have in- 
fluence, the duty of redeeming 
time ? 

In a word, we are conftrained 
upon a fubje& fo — fo high- 
ly interetting to yourfclves, and to 
civil and religious fociety, to be- 
feech you to hear our friendly ex- 
hortations. Not only weigh the 
matives already fet before you, 
but conlider further, That the 
time is fhort : That God hath 
made your life as an hand breadth, 
and your age as nothing behore 


- 


nen 
> = 


a 


—— 


tr ech 


him: That with many of yous 
a great pr oportion of this {pan is 
already gone: That every year 


and hour your {pan i is fhortening : 
That another year is now gone: 
That it hath flown away with an 
almottincredibleand imperceivable 
rapidity : That we are now en- 
tered upon a new year, of the 
tsof which we have no know!l- 
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edge. Another year may wholly ; 
. i 
change our profpetts. It may y 
oO a ie « ‘ 

be a ar rey) orcat diftrefs and for- 

@ | 


been with 
Your fami- 


Lov- 


row with you, asit has 
year paft. 


lies may be made defolate. 
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er and friend may be put far from 
you, and your acquaintance into 
darknefs. It may be that this 
year you will die, and that it may 
beinafew days. That this night 
your fouls may be required of you. 
Nay, that in a moment ye may 
die. Then your day of proba- 
tion will be ended. Ye will goto 
judgment. All before you will 
be a boundlefs eternity ; an eter- 
nity of happinefs or mifery, ac- 
cording as ye have redeemed or 
wafted your time. Know, we 
intreat you, that all your zeal, 
love to God and men, your ufe- 
fulnefs, and good improvement of 
each hour, will fweeten and digui- 
fy your endlefs exitlence, difplay 


the divine glories, and add to the | 
perfection, dignity and bleficdnefs | 


of his redeemed kingdom. Oh, 
may thefe views and motives duly 


imprefs your hearts, and influence | 


your lives. This will make you 
wife, ufeful and honorable while 
you live : 


and day: It will conftantly in- 

creafe your treafures in heaven ; 

give peace on the bed of death, 

and exalt you to a diftinguithed 
y 

place among the bleffed and glo- 

rious forever, AMEN. 


Mess’rs Enitors, 
THE following Letter and 


Dialogues on fome of the leading | 
doGtrines of Chriitianity, are fub- | 


mitted to your infpection, to be 
publifhed in your ufeful Magazine, 
if you think proper. 


Dear Faienp, 
IN confequence of the feveral 
interviews we have had on relig- 


ious fubjects, I have taken the | 
liberty to give you my ideas gen- 
erally, in the character of John, 
in feveral dialogues between James 





[Jaw 


and John. I have endeavoured to 
give every argument and objec. 
tion, that I was capable of finding 
(and that the fhort work would 
comprize) on both fides, its fal] 





It will give you com. | 
fort in the review of every year | 


weight. You will readily fee ] 
| have avoided a ftri& method, and 
have endeavoured to make it con. 
form to arguments naturally ari. 
fing in converfation.—I beg you 
would receive it as a token of love 
and friendfhip, and pardon every 
rror that may have arifen in con. 
fequence of ignorance or prejudice 
—and after a candid examination, 
| your ideas communicated in your 
own way, will be highly gratify. 
ing to your friend, whofe prayer 
is, that we may be led into all ne. 
ceffary truth, and cordially unite 
| in the fundamental doétrines of 
| the gofpel.—I am, fir, with efteem, 
| your friend and humble fervant, 





| 





' 
' 


DIALOGUE I. 


James. 

T gives me many unhappy 
feelings, my good friend, to 
think you have embraced fuch 
principles of religion—which I 
conceive contrary to the benevo- 
lence of the Deity, and if preach 
‘ed, [ think muft have a very uae 

happy effect on fociety. 

John. I will affure you on my 
part itis a fource of grief that 
we difagree in the fundamental 
dorines of the gofpel, while we 
fo cordially unite in other mat 
| ters. 
| ames. It appears to me if we 
| lay afide ail party prejudice, and 
| follow reafon and revelation, and 
| carefully examine the fubject, you 
| will be convinced of your error 
and receive the true principles o 
| religion. 
|  ‘Fobn. Religious difputes get 
| erally prove unprofitable, by be- 


| EVANDER. 
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ing carried on from wrong motives, 
and each by contending for maf- 
tery in argument, lofes the fearch 
ef truth, which fhould be the only 
object of purfuit ; it is frequent 
for difputants to have recourfe to | 
unfair means, which create acri- | 





mony that ends in anger and dif- 
fatisfa€tion. 

James. 1 am very fenfible of | 
the truth of your remarks, and for | 
the fame reafon, generally avoid 
every thing that leads to religious 
controverly. But we being well ac- 
quainted with each other’s temper, | 
and apprifed of this general error, | 
can take up the fubje&, and can- | 
vafs it, coolly and fairly. 

Fobn. If we can agree to take 
the word of God for our guide, 
and examine the fubje€&t with an | 
humble aim, to find and embrace 
the truth, throwing the idea of 
vidory and the eftablifhment of a 
favorite theory out of the queftion, 
Iwill with all my heart undertake. 

James. Under thefe impref- 
fions, if youpleafe, we will engage, | 
and whenever we find ourfelves on | 
weak ground, we will generoufly 
give up the point, and acknow- 
icdge our error. 

‘Fobn. I think it expedient in 
the firft place, to lay down fome 
ceneral points, in which we both | 
agree, as a ftandard by which to | 
try our arguments. 

‘James. I conceive it proper. 

John. 1 fuppote we both agree 
in the truth and divine authority 
of the feriptures ? 

James. Thefe we may take as 
an unerring guide. 

Fobn. Shall we take theprefent 
tranflation as generally a good 
one, and quote it accordingly ? 

James. I think it prudent, as 
the tranflators undoubtedly were 
better qualified for tranflating than 
we are ourfelves. 

Fokn. 1 truit we are agreed in 





the great point of the being and 
perfections of God ? 
James. I prefume we are. 
Fobn. You believe him felf-ex- 
iftent, independent, eternal and 


| unchangeable in his being; infi- 


nite in knowledge, almighty in 
power, perfectly good in his na- 


| ture, poflefling every attribute and 


perfeClion that can render him 
lovely and amiable, in the eyes 
of holy beings? 

James. Yes, I think it is unde. 
niably taught in revelation; and 
I fuppofe you will agree, that ev- 
ery argument which perfectly com- 
ports with God’s perfections mult 
be of weight, and of courte every 
argumeut that does not, muft be 
fallacious. 

Joba. 1 fully agree that every 
argument drawn from God’s per- 
fe€tions muft be true, and cvery 
thing that does not harmonize 
with thefe mutt be falfe; I pre- 


' fume you will further agree, that 
| every thing which comports with 


the general tenor of the fcriptures, 
fhould be believed, even if it is 


' 1 . ~ 
_above our comprehenfion. For 


inftance, when {fcripture faith, 
‘‘ there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, 


| and the Holy Ghoit, and thefe 


three are one”—again, ‘* baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and the 
Holy Ghot”’—which paffages re- 
prefent God’s exifting in a trinity 
of perfons, and in efience but one, 
the fa&t we are bound to believe 
though the manner of the exiit- 
ence is above our comprehenfion. 

Fames. ‘To this I agree, and 
every otWtr point that is clearly 
revealed, by comparing {cripture 
with icripture. 

John. The way is now prepar- 
ed to enter on the fubjec. 

Fames. How can you, confift. 
ently with reafon and revelation, 


i 
’ 
' 
, 
‘ 


a 





252 Dialogue on ihe Chriflian do&riaes. [ Jax. 


reconcile God’s perfections with James. I can view it in ao 
the total depravity of all mankind | other fenfe but inability. 
by nature, which renders them Fokn. Total de “pravity as I 
unable to perform any good al: | conceive, confiits in an evil tafte 
Orbelieve that he flould command | altogether, and does in no way in. 
them to do good, and then eter- | fringe on the natural faculties, { 
nally } punifh them for difobedience, | as to produce an inate) ‘or free, 
when they have no pow {pont aneous, volun ary exerciles 
Orthat he fhould finallyvdetermine | but leaves men on to perford 
a certain number | actions, praife, or blaine 
efiftible grace, let them | and im no fenfe » yb ges on moral 
agency.—It coufifis iu being ea. 
irely deftitute of Sokeaahe 
poflefiing a fpirit of fupreme fill 


etiese smereiee | > wehovt ay ith efs 
eaodvid works i ssa us ) BN 1€ je 





cr 
1 


’ 
C{ 
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James. In what do you cor 
I readily anfwer I can- | ceive true holinefs to confift ? 
agreeably te your flatement. Fobn. It confiits in a fupreme 
—~I perceive you have o'ytained a} aim for the glory of God, sail 
very unjull idea of thofe do€triness; | from love to his effential nat 1re, 
and have a wrong notion of the ! and in univerfal benevolence to bee 
nature of moral depravity, and in | iwgs in general; and avery act 
what it confitts. I fully believe | that arifes from a principle entirely 
in the total depravity of human deititute of holinefs, has no moral 
nature, the abfolute fovereiguty | goodnefs, notwithitanding the a@ 
of God, his final determination of | itfelf may be good. 
all events in the ages of eternity, Fames. I with to be informed 
and the neceflity of the fpecial | how an att can be good, and have 
agency of the Hol y Ghoft, for | no goodrefs in it, at the fame 
falvation ; but by no means in| time? To me it hae: se 
the maaner you have dcfcribed. | diGion. 
I would inquire of you, previoufly Ycha. Moral goodnefs confilis 
to o entering into particulars, what | alone in holy and benevolent ¢x- 
i8 your opinion of the ton {tate | ercifes of the heart ; it does not 
of man by nature ? confift in the external act, but : 
ee Re et OE Oe ey the heart, from whence the ac? 
, flows. Suppofe I am determin- 
aus ed, fi from malice prepenfe, to take 
Pay RO Re eh heen ee your life; and to accompliih - 
jez. 7 they ate perfnaded. by | 8° 3 hunting, deterasin Ing wh ‘a 
virtuous examples and argument a9 venient time and pla =r , 
to fhun vice ard cherifh virtne, | 67% % Moot you; ihe conve 
they will progrefively conquer alt | mt Plee > prefents, and I fire 


of chcoofiag 


their evil palfions wel oropenfi. | You" heart—but by divine direc 
efi ae a princi ccore vir, | Hon the fhot miffes you and kills 
vielen A a tiger, which was ready to leap, 

and would have devoured you, * 
Fobn. 1 would inqnire if you | I had not fired and killed him. 
do not conceive total depravity to | In this cafe in attempting to de- 
imply natural inabuity ? {troy your life, I fave it. I pre- 
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fume you will not contend I did | 
a morally good act, notwithfand- 
ing the chie& was good, but on 
Za contrary, that I in Aeart was 
a murderer. 

James. L acknowledge that I 
have been aceamomsed to view the 
fubjeét a little differently ; but 
this does by no means prove that 
mankind are all entitely deftitute 
by nature of benevolence ; for I 
have feen perfons who profelfed | a 
noreligion, pofiefs almoft unboun- 
‘ed benevolence. They would 
give a-beggar the only dollar they 
had; they would attend the fick, 
feed the hungry, and clothe the 
naked, even if they went hungry 
aad cold themfelves; and were | 
ead to do good to their fellow | 

ceatures, where there was not the | 
k valt profpect of reward—and at | 
the fame time, they were jovial 
a I think benevolence 
onfifts in giving without expect- 
in n of receiving. 

John. Mankind pofiefs the na- 
tural affeGtions of love, fympathy, 
ty, grief, joy, &c. in the exerci 
of . which God frequently makes 








diem inftrumental of doing 8 goad 
to his people and church; 


they have not the leait aim os his 
glory, nor do it, in obedience to | 
his commands. I very much dif- | 
cr from you in the idea of true 
benevolence. As I conceive, it 
is the genuine exercife of a holy 
heart What you eall benevo- 
lence, I call humonity, which i 
common to moit men—and aoe 

a perfon is actuated by no higher 
motive than fynapathy, pity and 
humanity, he is no more morally 
praile worthy, than the drajfls are, 

hich attempt to relieve each oth- 
er in diflrefs, and which is com- 
mon even to fwine. 

James. I am furprifed you 

think fympathy, pity and human- 


tho’ | 
| 
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| 
} thew are not. 


| crucl and inhuman, te whip the 





ty are not good i 


Foha. They are good abftraat. 
ly confidered, and when properly 
regulated, have a very good ten- 
dency on focicty, and a perfon def. 
titute of them, appears more cruel 
than the beafts. 

Fames. Cal then, if perfons 
are not praife worthy for exercif- 
ing them 

Fohn. Tf they exercife them 
under the influence of wifdom 

and benevolence, they are; but if 
they exercife them under ‘the in- 
Auence of natural affections on lys 
Though they give 
all their goods to feed the pocr, 
and their bedies to be burned, 
without charity they are nothing 
—Ifa parent has an incorrigible 
child, who is difobedient, ‘wy 
fights, fwears, &c. if he citecm it 


4 


child, and fays, reafon and argus 
ments will have a better effet, al- 
though they have hitherto proved 
ineffectual, he is very blame wor- 
thy. For the wife maa has faid, 
‘¢ Thou fhalt beat him with a rod, 
and deliver his foul from hell.’’ 
And all aétions, which arife from 
natural aficctions only, without 
being regulated by érve benevo~ 
lence, are blame worthy; even 
relieving the poor, and didirefied ; 
for they either originate in a de- 
fice to gratify the natural feelings, 
or to receive proiit, or honor 3 
and they have no aim at God's 
glo: Ys neither are they done in 
humble obedience. 

James. Does it not follow 
then, that fuch perfor is frould re- 
fain £ from giving to the po oor and 
diftreffed, as th ey become blame 
worthy, which is fin agreeable to 
your arguments ? 

Join. think it does by no 
meaus, as it is their indifpenfable 
duty to relieve the poor and dif- 
treffed ; and it is equally their du. 
ty to perform fuch actions, in cbe- 
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Gience to Ged’s commands, and 
from bencvolent motives; and they 
become more blan rthy in the 
omiffion than in the performance 
of them, even from natural affec- 
tions. 

Fames. Do you believe that 
any are ever a€iuated by motives 
perfedily void of felfithnefs ? 
Febn. I believe that all who 
have been “ created anew in Chrift 
Jefus unto good works,” exercife 
univerfal benevolence, and fo far 
as they have the Chriftian f{pint, 
regard themfelves, no more than 
their real worth in the feale of 
intelligent exiftence. 

Fanes. How can you deter. 
mine that mankind do not by na- 
ture poffefs fome degree of this 
benevolence ? 

Fobhn. I think we have reafon 
and experience to fhew that man- 
kind are naturally felfith altogeth- 
er; but as it is impoffible we 


ewer 
w we VY 


fhould have perfe& knowledge of : 


another’s heart, I think it prudent 


to look at the fure word of Him, 


who knows the immott recefles of | 


every heart, and if He has plainly 
declared it, we are in duty bound 
to believe, and feel very humble 
before Him—that we poiflefs hard 
hearts of unbelicf. 


James. Lacknowledee, reafon, | 


experience and revelation, plainly 
fhow, that mankind ave naturally 
felfith and wicked, but deny they 
are totally fo, for I believethey have 
ability to do good, as well as evil. 

Fobn. J fully agree with you 
as to the ability mankind poflefs— 
hut it is not ability that we are 
talking about, but moral tafle or 
difpofition.—Do you believe that 
all mankind are alike by nature ? 

James. 1 do; they mult be 
poffefled of propenfities which are 
good and evil, or altogether evil— 
for it is evident they are not alto- 
gether good. 
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Fobn. Then if {cripture plain. 
ly reprefents any to be totally 
| evil from their birth up, it will be 
| fufficient proof of univerfal de. 
| pravity ? 
ames. If it is plainly declar. 
(ed, I will give up the point, 
| Yobn. That mankind are to. 
itally depraved, is evident from 
their hiftory, frem Adam to the 
'prefent day. Blood, cruelty, rz. 
| venge, idolatry, tyranny, debauch 
ery, ungodlinefs—withall the long 
catalogue of vices, have contine. 
ally flained its pages. — Infants 
sive evidence of total felfifiacls; 
‘as foon as they are capable of ac. 
tion, they incline to poffels every 
\thing that comes within ther 
'grafp; they fhow anger and re. 
venge in mecting the leaft repulle, 
and this temper conftantly increa- 
fes with time. It thinks all around 
‘it, is made to fubferve its intereft, 
(and pleafure, until tanght the 
contrary by ful experience.— 
itis farther evident from every 
' idea we have of juttice, that man- 
kind polfefs a criminal nature 12- 
‘dependent of actual tranfgreffion. 
We can conceive of no way where- 
‘in it caa be compatible with juf- 
| tice to inflict the leaft poffible de- 
| gree of pain, or puniihment, ona 
perfeAly pure, innocent, account. 
| able being—neither can we believe 
‘it juft to inflict punifhment for 
another’s crime. - Benevolence 
might undertake, but jultice could 
not require it. And God himfelt 
fays, ** The fon thall not bear the 
=. . on at 
iniquity of the father,’’ but “ the 
wickednefs of the wicked {hall be 
upon him.” Again: “ Who 
ever perifhed being innocent dor 
where were the righteous cut oll? 
Says Abraham, “ Wilt thou allo 
deitroy the righteous with the 
wicked? that be far from thee ; 
fhall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right "If the Judge of ol 
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the earth does right, then it fol- 
lows that infants have criminal 
propeniities, or they would not 
fuffer pain, ficknefs, and death, 
neither would there be pro- 
priety ia baptizing them for re- 
mifion of fins.-—Nature and reve- 
Jation plainly teach, that every 
thing produces after its kind. 
After Adam became a finner, the 
{criptures fay he begat children in 
his own likenefs, which if he did, 
they muft be fhapen in iniquity. 
It is proper, that every thing 
fhould be treated according to its 
nature. We treat (and with pro. 
priety} poifonous ferpents and 
harmlefs doves differently, though 
neither have done actual harm, to 
our knowledge. But feripture 
faith, that ** The wicked are ef- 
tranged from the womb, they go 
aftray as foon as they be born’”’— 
they are faid to be ‘ by nature 
children of wrath.” Again: they 
are reprefented carnally minded, 
fold under fin, &c.—** the carnal 
mind is enmity againft God, it is 
not fubjec&t to his law nor indeed 
can be”? Again: * You hath 
he quickened who were dead in 
trefpaffes and fins.”? It is evident 
thefe were ‘without fpiritual life, 
and if they were, it follows they 
were totally depraved—they are 
faid to be deaf and blind in a mo- 
ral fenfe. ** Hear ye deaf, look 
ye blind” —** bring forth the blind 
that have eyes, and the deaf that 
have ears.”? The reprefentation 
of having eyes and ears, and {till 
being deaf and blind, implies the 
pofleffion of ability, but the want 
of a will to exercife it. Again F 
“ Awake thou that fleepeit, and 
arife from the dead, and Chrift 
thal give thee life.””—Mankind 
are reprefented altogether finful, 
without the leaft degree of good. 
nef, and that continually. ‘ For 
the imagination of man’s heart is 
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evil fromhis youth”—* and every 
imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart is only evil continually.”— 
Here fcripture is conclufive, and it 
isimpofiible to evadeit,asit extends 
to every imagination of the tho’ts, 
and that continually ; if this rep- 
refentation is juft, then there were 
men from their youth up, alto- 
gether evil; if it proves anything, 
it proves them deftitute of holinefs, 
and of courfe totally depraved.— 
Says the Pfalmift, ** Behold I was 
fhapen ia iniquity and in fin did 
my mother conceive me.”?” The 
apoitle affirms, “ They are all 
gone out of the way, they are to- 
gether become unprofitable, there 
is none that doeth good, no, not 
one ; their throat is an open fe- 
pulchre, with their tongues thev 
have ufed deceit, the poifon of 
afps is under their lips ; whofe 
mouth is full of curfing and bit- 
ternefs ; their feet are fwift to 
fhed blood, deftru&tion and mifery 
are in their way, and the way of 
peace they have not known ; there 
is no fear of God before their 
eyes.’ If there is no fear of 
God before their eyes, it is evi- 
dent there is no goodnefs in them, 
for ** the fear of the Lord is the 
beginaing of wifdom,” fays the 
Pfalmift.—Dut let feripture be 
ever fo much wrefted from its true 
meaning, I think it is impoffible 
to evade the idea of two diltin@ 
characters being held up to view 
throughout the holy volume ; 
which are diftinguifhed fometimes 
by the holy and unholy, right- 
eous and unrighteous, juft an 

unjuft, children of light and chil- 
dren of darknefs, and a variety of 
other phrafes. If mankind by na- 
ture poflefs the lealt degree of ho- 
linefs, there is the utmoit iunpro- 
pricty ia keepiag up an entire dif- 
tinction of characters, unlefs ths 
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| holy are free from fin; but the 
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{criptures are exprefs on the fub- 
jee ; « he that fays he is without 


fin Roskeath himfelf, and the truth | 


isnot in him.” If you attempt 
to defcribe a finner pene of 
the leaft degree of moral goodnefs, 
you defcribe a faint ; for he that 
bath the fpirit of Chrift, “ is born 
of God.” 
mankind naturally poffefs 
goodnefs, a all the diftinGtion that 
can in any reafon be kept up, will 
be comparative deerees of good- 
‘nefs and evil—as more g¢cod, lefs 
good, more evil, lefs evil, &c.— 
but we find no fcripture to war- 
‘rant fuch ideas, If this ftatement 
is juft, then total depravity is un- 
deniably taught in {eripture, and 
we in dutyare bound to believe it. 
Fames. Lacknowledge the ev- 
uence appears conclufive, if two 
objeCtions can be removed. 
Fobn. What are they? 
‘Fames. Whenever I read the 


Bible I have a criterion by which | 


to try my underltanding. If I 
conceive a doctrine taught, I then 


weich it by the flandard of God’s | 


perfeCtions, and if it does not agree 
with them, I then conclude T do 


not underitand it, and give up the | 


doftrine, and reft contented, that 
the fevipture on that point is above 
my c& ymprehe enfion ; and for God 
to create beings tot ally de pe aved, 
I think is incon with 
wifdom and benevolence. 
is One objection : The 
it gives a degradi: 


his 
That 


Ana 20 
ACCONnG ls, 


ten t 


‘works, and of | human nature. 

Folnm. 1 
mMoorly able j , , } 
poorly able in every inflance, to 
determine, what is, 2 ind 13 
not, comfitent with God’s pertec- 
tions ; as itis impofhit y] 


conceive man 


e for them 
by fearching ‘to find out the Al- 
mig! ity to perfeciion”? 5 


. 
yr 


Lance 4 ’ 
4uin aS » ail id rats i pera tely r Wicket 


M4) 
and | he g rome <¢ +h; a Ol } re 
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Then it licws, if | 
sence 
| pel. 
| very footftool ‘of fovereign m 
/and makes them loath thet 

| and repent in duft and afhes e 
| wifh you would point out when 
| total ¢ 
i the benevolence of the Dei ity. 





| they cannot help. 
_ tally depraved, it will deftroy mo- 


vkind | 


what eu | 


| obey him, then w 
| to It, by hi is own co! mmand ; ’ for he 


' 4 
> &nu “the ' 


é 
} or om C i } ¢ 
ire GO. M2n is de ceitful above all , « 
| 


y99 | 1 
; and 


[Jan 


be altogether fuch an one as him. 
felf ; but his ways are not our 
vays. Youfayit givesa degrad. 
ing idea of God’s w orks. Tn the 
firit inftance God created man up. 


| right, but he has fought out naay 
inventions. 


But I fhall not deny 
that it is de; grading to human nz. 
ture, for I conceive it the mo’ 
foul humbling dotrine of tt 


It brings 


1e fe C1 
creatures to th 


a 8 


dey ravity i is inconfiftent with 

Fames. If we are by n 
tally depraved, we are excufable; 
for we are not to blame for what 
is natural to us; and it is incon 
fitent to punifh beings for what 
If we are to- 


ture to. 


al agency, from which it w ill fol. 
low, that we do not a@, but are 
acted upon like machines. 

Fo hn. ] by rceive 4 hes frill have 
a very un jutt idea of total deprav- 
ity. [t is not like our atid 
eatures, which it is impoflible to 
alter; but it confilts in a heart 


‘uawilling to perform reafonable 


duties, which are as muc ch within 
its power, a3 the common % Lions 
of life, and it in no way m™ Einge 
on mi were agency fo as to produce 


}’5 
an inability to obey any of God 
| comma2 
1 idea of God?s | 


ds, —— admitting } your 
“iui, does not follow that 
it is li seonhifent with God’s 
fectio for God requires 0 b 
ings to fare and obey! hu m bey ond 
their power. If total depre WILY 
iefiroys our abili Y to love aud 
e are not bous d 


ideas 


reg tires us thus to do with all the 


bilities we poffefs, and no ni re 
requi ires no more t! yan we are 
capable of performing. —Youlsl 








Ys 


ur 


id. 


' 
—“~ ow 


— i 


o 


p ot . 


as ~ 


—S) 


i , ) 


sv 


eww Sv 


1804. | 


that mankind are partly depraved. 
if total depravity deftroys moral 
lears from blame—- 
then as far as beings are depraved, ! 


—< “aa 
encys esse 


age 
far thev 
fame argument 5 and as sali fin flows 
from what depravity 7 eg pof- 
tefs, ¢! rave blamelefs for all fin, 
and fin will ceafe to “2 fins which 
argument if juit will extend toa! 
inful beings, and render 
mnocent as the 
tf you have a fon, addict 
temperance, and you inform him 
of the awful confequences in time 
and eternity, and forbid him on 
nain of punifhment ufing fpirituous 
i i o s 
liquors, and he ftill retains his 
propenfity and indulges freely, in 
Full defiance © f yor ir ord lers, which 
his final ruin 3 I afl if your 
intemperate fon, was 


light. 


ted to in- 


. ab 
angceisS Of 
oO 


“fe OV fo 
i ¥Uo 


difobedient 
not blame worthy > notwithftand- 
ing he poffeifed a ftrong pro 
fity ; or if a thief is excufable 


pen- 


becaufe he inclines to fteal, or if 
a child is clear from blame, be- 


caufe he poffeffes a fpirit of difo- 
bedience? I think you will readi- 
ly anfwer they are all blame wor- 
thy for their evil propenfities, 
which if true will make all man- 
kind blame worthy for their de- 
pravity. If beings are not ac- 
countable, nor praife nor blame- 
worthy foe their moral taftes, then 
it follows, that the angeis in hea- 
ven are not holy, nor praife wor- 
thy, becaufe they naturally have a 
holy tafte—which will deftroy 
their being moral agents agreea- 
ble to your arguments ; which 13 
very abfurd. 
I acknowledge that I i 
had re eceived wrong impreffions of 
your ideas of total depravity. I 
ever luppofed you held it in a 
‘ey wnich if true the deftruc- 
tion of moral agency would inevi- 


‘ably follow. I now fee e propriety 
sb, aep 
92°} 


bee neg baawee 


c CG, od’ scomman Air iy men *900 
Vor. IV. No. 7. 
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are excufable by the; | 
you, and many other honeft per- 


general n 


ideas. It has been reprefented 
‘that we hold that total depravity 


them as | 


‘der them unable to perform the 


| elapfed, I will defer them till we 
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him, when they poflefs ability too, 
as much as they do to perform 
common actions, though their in- 
clination is altogether to difobey. 

Fobn. The wreat difficulty with 


ons, on this point, has arifen from 
ifreprefentation of our 


renders mankind unable to do any 
thing ; which, if true, would ren« 
common a€tions of life ; in confee 
quence of which a univerfal preje 
udice has arifen againft the doce 
trine. It is a very alarming doce 
trine to every natural man, as it 
rerders him altogether unholy. 
Without holinefs no one can fee 
the Lord in peace, is {cripture 
language. 

‘James. X have other obje€tions 
to make to your general fyftem of 
doctrines, but as our time is now 





meet again. 3 
a. - ° ° “ PF 
Fobn. It will give me pleafure AB ye 


the converfation as foon 


as an opportunity fhall prefent. 


(End of Dial gue f.) 





An explanation of the prophecy of 
aniel. 
(Contiaued from page 216.) 
NUMBER III. 


Danie!’s vifton of the ram and be 
goat, Chap. vill, 1-12. 


YHE great revolutions and 
events to be effected in di- 


vine providence, from the time of 
the prophet, to the end of the 
world, having been exhibited in 
the preceding ‘vifion, the <goe of 
hit ed proceeds in this more 
minutely to detail thofe events 
which next fucceeded that period. 
4s God had numbered, and al- 
Ti 








258 An explanation of the 
moft finifhed, the kingdom of | 
Babylon, no further notice is ta- 
ken of it in etic vifions, but | 
that which imm pcaett fuccecded 
it, is the fubje& of particular 
tention. This is introduced in 
the following manner. lifted up | 
mine eyes, and faw, fays the 
prophet, and, behold, there flood 
before the river 


two Pp 


rot 
*s p! 


-~+ 
ale 


Orns, deal 

Wan tie 
other, and bh A & 

I faw the ram pufoing w 
and norljwe: f 
fot hat nO v' aj 

him, nett 

deliver cut of kis 

according to bis will, 
great. ‘Vhe interpretation of thi: 
partof the vilion, by 

enables us to; decided 
planation of 1 his rar 
figured the e€ pi the M 
aud Perfans, v Tiie 
horas typ ‘hed he two kingdoms 
of which this en pire did confit ; 
horns ia feripture being 

blem of power and 
Kings x: 


wre 
ae 


7 . 
high, but cne was 
came wp laf. 


ee | 
jLWAMLy 
hevard f 
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bes KVQA 


i Hal 
the angel, 
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2 , 
tye at 


ens 
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g th 
conqgu ft, I 
{t. Jind Ze he bi if 
the fin f Chenaanal, /, Was ] 
horns of iron; and he faid, This 
fe faith the ord, with the th u fe i 

pupht he Syi ians till thou haf « on fie 
One he 
than the,other. Qne nation, the 
Perfian, became more pow orf 


other, 


)? 
nied them. rl weras Ay ol r 


and famous than th: the 
Median ; aad the hij ‘ 
fian, came up Tla/l. 

had been a potent and 
kingdom, when Pertia 
an infertoi provinc C, and tri ry 
even to M. dia iifelés but the two 
kingdoms being. united in Cy 
a Perfian, the king 
the Perfi una dine 9 tiie J -erfia j 
of the empire becar 
erful and famous s than the 
and hath 


the cn 
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rrUS, | 
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this vifion in the palace at Shy. 
fhan, which was fituated by the 
river Ulat, in the province of Elam, 
r Perfia ;‘and he faw the ran 
ome up out of the river, an a he 2 faw 
a ram pufing we/ward, for Per. 
r is the mott eaftern kingdom of 
which the feriptures take notice, 


Le fav the ram, pufoing wefward, 
and northward, and fouthevard, 
He faw Cyrus and the Perfian 


King, ew wee Babylon, Syria, 


and the | leer Afia on the wel. 


tia 


Arment aand the adjacent 1 King 


loms on the north ; and Egypt st 02 
fouth. And none of the 
kingdoms, could fland 

g° ] 
ve him, nor could any fave 
from his. victorious arm, 
according to his will, 


¢ ongu €ring anu ! gov rerning wit! 1an 


he aid ! 

uncontrolable p Ower 5 and becam 

3" ‘ Ya} lth; - tanfewa A 

ercal, CUAOMING an exteniuve ang 
° ryt 

ful empire. 1 

And 75 [ « 
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CCS, 
“hh 
’ Wibad 
myfelf what might be the: 
of the ee yea t 
prile, on he goat came fe 
This he goat typified 


In 7 ue 
npos v 


oO my {ur- 
om ibe awe. 
Mace- 


tha 
Lei 


7 donian empire, or the kingdom oi 


> Gree} oy founded by 


the 


Ales 1. 
in table hor 
fer 


’ 
between his eyes, v. 2 i. repreient 
d the firlt royal family ; ‘his be 
g it come fro 377) th P we, I or M: Cee 
donia and Greece, were fituated 
P art Europe, 
we tern coail 0: 


mthisrecioncameth she 
Whaae —ae Oncad net Lite 
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face of bt he whole art? 
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> } more like a bird 
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and finote the ram and brake hi 
revo horns; neither was there power 
in the vam to Pland before him, but 
he caft him down to the ground and 
flamped upon him, and there was 
none that could deliver the ram out 
cf his hand.—The kings of Perfia, 
Darius and Xerxes, made mighty 
to fubdue the ftatcs of 
Greece. They overran M ac edo- 
nia and part of Greece, prac 
great cruelty upon the inhabitants 
wherever they came 3 but 

finally repelled by the valor of the 
Greeks. The in fults and injuries 


ra 


- 
en Orts 


1{j ne 





were | 


which they had realized, excced- 
; | 

ingly exafperated the Greciaus , 

againt the Perfians, aad they re- | 


folved ona Perfian war in the way 


of retaliation and revenge. 
was 
and fury againft the ram, which 
characterifes the he goat. The 
Greeks having raifed their forces, 
chofe Alexander ge: 
their army, and this part of the 
—— relates immediately to the 

efts between Alexander, the 
if ft : Macedo ian king, and Dari- 

; Codomanus, the lat Perfian 
cmpero a, by which the empire of 
the Macedonians was founded, 
cud that of the Perfians deftroyed., 


PD —!" 
& Vi aeeee a 


yaraph rafe incl udin ug 
Sa oe 
capital events conte 


emed in this 
eslsman beer eneace |’ ermal ekeet nies 
Vdaswia wy V “y Oi Cas pas “lgliOll. 


f was rege gh A eng 


Lind as 


Such 
the occafion of that choler | 


reraliflimo of | 


the | 


prowefs and conqueits of the ram, | 


the DP os45 nS, +> 


Perfians, to my furprife 1 fax 
goat, the Macedonians, in 


nh refen + 
cep relent met ae 


an he 
i coming forth to 
wage War upon th e Perfians, and 
us preparing g to repel them. 
I faw the he goat, Alexander, 
with his 35,000 ors cedonians, 
ome clofe to Darius, ihe ram, and 
13 180,000 Perfians, and he /mote 
Daria isatthe river Granicus. And 
\\ Darius railed another army 
” veld him of all his provinces 
in the leffer Afia. And when 


a 
J 


4—-— ---. --- 
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Darius returned with his 600,000 
Perfians, Alexai iGer came ciofe ta 
him ¢ at the f firaits of Thus in Cilicta, 
and put to flight. 
And winle Darius, having ia vaia 
folicited for peace, o> him- 


tas ae , 
. “p ww hea Ahenbkern ¢ _ 
felf to repair his brok i fortune, 


vail alin y 


his 


nee on - - va! ' 
i) satliliy’ ano the -ys 4 Ve: kane 
, } > . 
der curtailed his eu Dire, nd eX- 
° 1 
te! ide i his co! Ques, bas taking 
1 ‘gh ‘= o 
from him Syria, Paleftine, Phan. 
- ane te een ea 2 eo P } 
roby ang a Zyot > wad CHCH ioughe 
7 ; 
30; bar Lisy ¢ ni \ his $0,000 


and {mote 
ae ag eS 
‘ Oo ee fii Alia in 


i772? cl le io / iim, 
IIO ,OCO p { 
the >is 18 of Afiyria, and 
took from him b bylon witl 
royal city Persepolis, his palace and 
his treafures ! Bo 1% r 1775 Darius, 
could not fland before tbe he goats 
Alexander, ut he {mote Dari us, 
and brake bis twa horns, and caft 
him down to the ground, and jframp- 
ed upon him, by conquering and 

educing his empire to the moft 





abject flate of fubmiflion.—Mav- ‘2 i 
ing thus feen the ram van quifhed cn Mi 
and {mitten, perhaps a very con ae 
cife account of him will not be 


difa oar 


rr J 
The Medes, one of the horns 


of t! ¢ ram, were the defcendants 
of Afadaithe fon of Jape th, who 


planted himfelf on the eaft of the 
Ligris, over againft Affyria, from 
whom th ¢ country was ¢ called Affe. 
dia, and in proc fs of time became 
a pov ible nation, 
sapencerng the fortune of other 
nations, fometimesconquering, na 


ror nic 
erful at d form auc 


ac other s ben Ie 5 Overcome, till ‘they 
’ 
became a horn of the ram.—The 


Perfians, the other how, origin- 


vy 12e = 7] “ ana 
aiuly were Cauea J:/amiles, ana 
were the poiterity of ane the 

himi £1 
fon of She cINs who fet tled basbhdbavea 


r 


, . 
cn the ealt of the river 7 ieris, 


called in fi icTl ipty pig bel, Op- 
polite to Ch side or Babylon. 
F rom him the coun Bu) was called 
Elam. fa the nion of the. twe 
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kingdoms therefore the pro oph et 
faw the two arms of the image 
united in the breatt. Patie tl 
larly in Cyrus and the Perfian 
kings, and intheirconqne!! 
the ram with two horns, pufhiny T4 
weftward, and northward, and 
fouthward, doing his will and be- 
coming great, till he faw the he 
goat Alexander, clofe 
him and [mite him, 2 and b: 
two horns and ftanmp up 
Darivs Codomanus, 
after the empire was founded in 
Cyrus 2 and 330 years before the 
glorious z css of the Son of 
God, as the Saviour of the world. 
—Permit the paraphrafe to pro- 
ceed. 

The ram, Darius, beine thus 
{mitten, and his two horns broken, 
the Perfian empire being thus 
diffolved, the he goat Alexander 
having conquered the nations of 
India, became very great, having 
extended and eftablifhed the Mace. 


syhefaw 


come to 
ake his 


him 
aaaae® 
; 


Ory'~ “epare 
40 YS ais 


donian empire from the Ad-iatic | 
in Europe to the Ganges in Afia: | 


wea chen he was fir ong, ihe great 
horn between his eyes was broken. 
Firft ft Alexander died of a fevei i i 
ylon, be then his brother 
Arideus, € ed Pdi lip, being pla- 
ced on the throne in t 
of his fons, 
then his fon Ao rus 


4s, and 
his fon Ferculvs 3 and 
family being cxti: 
great hora bet 
broken: And the ¢ 
the provinces, afprring 
pendence and dominion, by their 
emulations, enmities and contefis 
bein; r detiro yed, until they were 
séfiaced l to four, they y divided the 
empire between them. Caffand 
had Ma: ced 2071 an d he 
weft; Lyfimachus had 
Bithynia, &c. on the north ; Piol- 
emy had Palefline, Eoypt, &c. 
on the fouth ; and Seleucus, Syria, 


, 


was put 


Veen DiS 


alicr inde- 
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Babylon, &c. on the eat; fo, for 

the gre at hora, th rere lc od up four 
notable ones vari the four wind; 
of heaven, who governed their re. 
{petive dominion with regal av. 
thority or power. 

T! nus fai: the f ac riptures them. 
{clves, illuftrated. by 
facts, furnifh 

enable us to give a correct exp lae 
nation of the preceding vifton, 
But the fubfequent parts, being 
involved in greater obfcurity 7, have 
produced a diverfity of — ts, 
and each being exhibited wi 
plaufibility wh ch invites afent, 
renders it difficult to give oxea 
preference to the other, and co 
ftrains to mederation and df. 
dence in fubmitting opinions, or 
fuggefting what is “fappo fed to be 
the import of the vifion. After 
exhibiting the expofitions moft 
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of tranfar chi om. He faw ‘hina cay 
the irull Cown to the ground, an 
prak&hife and profpei Very brielly. 
fi this little horn, fome very clear- 
ly fee Antiochus, furnamed Epi- 
phancs, who became great with @ 
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{mall people. They fee him inva- 
ding and plundering Egypt inthe 
fout th—attacking the Jews in the 
pleafant ! and—rifling and propha- 
ning the temple, taking away the 
faily facrifice, cafting down fome 
of the holt and of the fiars to the 
ground, difplacing the public ru- 
iors, civil and religious—caiting 
cown the truth to the ground by 
pprefling the Jewifh religion, de- 
fheoy ing the copies of the law, and 
perfecuting thofe who would not 
cones to the religion of the 
Greeks, with mercilefsfeverity, and 
laftly deftroyed without hand, per- 
ifhing by the righteous judgments 
of God.—Concerning this inter- 
pretation, however, would not a 





perfon, not very credulous, be | a 


difpofed to inquire, why the pro- 
phet, in fuch a fummary manner, 
fhould comprize the great events 
pertaining to the Perfian and 
Macedonian empires, including 
the calamities of the Jews, con- 
ained in a term of almoft 400 
years, and yet be fo particular in 


| the South. 


to poffefs any part of it,—and was 


deferibing the perfecution of An- | 


tiochus, which continued but three 
years and a halt ?—And how the 
anfwer, Ve 14. that the 
ihould be for 2300 days, 
Literally more than fix years, can 
be accommodated to the perfecu- 
tion of Antiochus? or how this 
could be for many days? v. 26. 
And why the calamities brought 
upon his people by Antiochus, 
fhould fo exceedingly y affect the 
prophet, as to difqualify } him for 
public fervice 
certain days, v. 27. when he had 
witnefled, ¢ and they were now real- 
izing, and he fuftaining fo much 
deftru@ioa of Jeru- 
— and the temple, the defola- 
on of the land and the captivity 
ct the nation by Nebuchadnezzar? 
A nd a perfon difpofed to con- 
Wovert opr Mons we 


¢ reater in the 


|the eattern provinces in Alexan- 
vifion | 
taken | 
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ould fay, that ! of divine fervice were conftructed; 
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to the application of this vitton to 
Antiochus there were fome obfti- 
nate objections, as 
1. That it contains a real ab- 
furdity. He would fay, that the 
coming forth of a little horn ont 
of one of the four, made them 
five, as the {pringing up of a little 
horn among the ten, made them 
eleven. But if this be underftvod 
of Antiochus it makes no additio 
to their number—that as hatin 
chus, or the kingdom of Syria; 
was one of the four, to apply this 
to him, would make him come 
forth from himfel’ii—He would 
ay» 2. That this interpreta‘son 
vas not fupported byfact. That 
i vifion reprefents the little hora 
as waxing exceeding great towards 
That though Antio- 
chus feveral times invaded and aa 
plundered Egypt, yet he did not > Oe 
make an abfolute conqueft, fo as | 











finally driven from it in a nranner 
which very much chagrined and ‘- 

difgraced him.—And toward the 
cafe but that Antiochus, or the 
kingdom of Syria, included ai 





der’s empire, and he was fo _ 
from waxing exceeding great, 
even ext tending en in that ai- - 
reCtion, that they were rather 
curtailed and dimivithed, and that 
he was difgracefully repulfed a and 
wounded im his attempt to plun 
der the temple in Elymais, i in the 
eaht.—And toward the pleafant 
That though Antiochus 
, plundere ed and — 


rr 
le 


ha rra fed 


finally repulfed | by the P rte with 
great flaughter and difgrace, the 

temple p urified and the wor fhip 
of God reltored, and even his trea- 
fures, the fpoils of his armies, fur- 
nifhed the materials with which 
the utenfils for the performance 
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information of which being con- 
veyed to him in his eafiern 
dition, preduced that vexation 
and r efentm 


his death, and hi he ie 
2 - hs 


left the kinedom 


n" bd a. 
in as diftraGed and impoverifned 
: ee eee ee oe 
a ft. te as he 10UNG lt. nat tnd ; 
. cr ‘ 
In iomc particulars if may ayrree 


» 
with Antiochus, vet in general 
he ftands in contraft with it.— 
: 
Some confider this profanation of 


i 1 ee os: 6 st. 
the temple and periecutio not the 
. 4 


lews by Antiochus, as typical of 
the antichriftian corruption aad 
perfecution.—Others apply it to 
the Romans. In the conquest of 
Greece and Macedon, they fe 
the Romans coming forth in th 
kingdom of Caffander, as a little 
horn, a king ef fierce count 
and underflanding dark fentences, 
or skilful in ruling, as the Romans 
were, and this in the latter time 
of the kingdom of the Greeks, v. 


“an sheer he tran { “yr {T, .>"e —% ote > 
wien t C bidias PCalOis Cl Lie 
’ 


t 


oO 


om 


nance, 


23, 
Jewith church were come to the 
full, in the degeneracy, venality 
and wickednels of the nation. 
They fee the Komans from that 
weltern reg 
conqueiis over Syria, Paleitine and 
Egy pts fo waxing exceeding great 
toward the fouth and toward the 
eait and toward the pleafant land. 
They fee them waxing great even 
to the hoil, and cafting down fome 
of the hoft and of tlic flars to the 


ground, deftroying the Jews and 


4 a +} 39 
gion, ex cnaing ciiclt 


_ a - m4 a Po 
difplaci: ig tneir public YUuUICTS. 
rm } 

They fee them magnify them- 


felves even to the prince of the 
hoft, or the »? ‘Ince of princes, crue 


eify the Lord of life and glo ry— | 


and take aw ay the d aily facriiice, 
diffolve the Jewifh economy, catt 


expce | 
'Jaft « 


ent whic ‘h accelerated | 


| 
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in the Chriflians, then by the em. 
ery c nd nov b y the pr Opes, a 
f all they fee the ae 


hilias and deftroyed by the flone 


© £ ¢} bas ‘ 
cut out of the mountain withoy: 
hands. 
ret At. -. 
a ne Guciion Was p'o} oye} pofed, 


How long fhall be the vifion, &e, 3 
and i j Was aufwered, Un 9 2200 


lays, then fhall the fark wary be 


cle ar d. Be extenfive isthe term 


affixed for the continua ation of 

ae ge 
this duit reffing and affe€ti: ing {ceng, 
0 days, which prophetically 


“> o. 
computed are 2300 years. From 


‘ thi tomm 
wm hbase bec ilig 


it is very difficult to afcertain. jf 
it will correfpond with th: 
perfecution of the Jews by A 
ochus, mutt it not be referred to 
fome other event? If it relate; 


not 


heir reftoration to their own land, 
long them 3 ain 
aidian of the 
‘ichriftian ce 
which is to be expeét “ 
aa about 
2000, it is to be con 

ted trom about the divifion of the 
Macedonian empire between the 


ruption, 
about the fame time, 


ul combatants £ 


CCE f mts tor i, 

y e ore 
vallander, Ly fimachus, Ptolen 
and Seleucus. 


A ’ ore 
fis there are noda- 
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ta given, and no pe eriod fixed ix: a 
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which we may — , anu as ii 
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be n noit clearly a fcerta med 
tro m the c ompk tion of the 
is it not our wildom to Steile j he 
to divine providence for a demo: 
itrative 


anation ? 
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ene from another. But is not 
the fpirit of perfecution uniformly 
and invariably the fame fpirit, in 
whatever nation or individual it 
exifts? If it be, what need of a 
diverfity, to reprefent it? But if 
to o repr efent the various genius and 
character of thefe € conquering and 
powerful kingdoms, how apt and 
iriking the types ? 2. Does this 
uiterpretation agree with the rep- | 
refentation of {cripture ? The | 
leary the Perfians, with an infa- ; 
table voracity attacked and fub- 
dued the /ion, the Babylonians ; | 

' 

| 

j 


-_-—_— 


and the Macedonians with the 
courage aud fiercenefs of the Jeop- 
ard, attacked and conquered the | 
bear; andthe Romansc combining 
the various nature of the lion, the | 
bear, and the leopard, broke in | 
pieces and devoured not only the | 
Macedonians, and fo virtually the | 
Medes, Perfians and Babylonians, | 
lut the whole earth, as with great | 
iron teeth, Andis it not affigned 
as the reafon why this king -doin is 
-prefented by # iron, that as iron | 
breaketh in piec and. fubdueth all 
ings, fo as wel that fubdusth ail | 
Lefe fhall it break in pieces and feail 
cralfe 3 ? Is this kingdom reprefent- 
ed by iron to denote its ftren: stl 
ior Le fecution or conquel ? I 
-to break in pieces the pre- 
ceding g kingdoms, i is not the idea 
of perfec ution foreign ag the 
view of the feriptures ? ? 2. Isthis 
interpretation {upported irom fact? 
The people of God, the Jews, it 
is true fuflered grievoufly from 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby- 
lon, but did he fubdue and diitrefs 
them as a perfecutor, or as a 
conqueror ? Did they fuifer more 
‘orn him than other conquered 
nations ? If it be faid, They did. 
7 him peculiarand 


| 
| 


1 
f 





Hadth cy not t given 
we eravated provocati on ? He took 


PS . 
ic rufalen ny, made Jehoiakim king, 
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and, exacting tribute of him, k 
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the city in peace. Jehoiakim ree 
belled againft him. He canie 
again, took the city, and made 
Mattaniah king, requiring r him to 
{wear by God that he would be 
true and faithful. And to re. 
mind him of this facred obligation, 
changed his name and called him 
Zedekiah, the oath of the Lord. 
But Zedekiah was treacherous 
and rebelled againit him. He 
came again, took the city and rafed 
it, asa a bad city, which made ia- 
furrection againft kings. Ifthey, 
therefore, fufiered more from hi 
than other nations, did they not 
procure this feverity of treatment 
by their perfidy and rebellion? 
But after this did he diftrefs them 2 
Did they not dwell in peace in the 
cities of Chaldea? Did not Dan- 
iel fit in the gate of the king, as 
a diftinguifned favorite ? aad were 
not Shadrach, Mefhach and Abed- 
nego promoted to offices of au- 
thority and influence in the prov- 
ince of Babylon? Did not Evel- 
merodach exalt the throne of Je- 


3 


hoiachin adove the throne of the 
kines that were with him ?—and 
did not Belfhazzar fo entirely con- 
liga the affairs of the empire 
Daniel and his other officers, of 
ftate, that he did not know him 
when he came before him? Did 
he perfecute the Jews ?—Will 
Shadrach, Mefhach and Abedne- 
go, be produced as martyrs ? but 
did not the ediét by which st ey 
fuffered equally extend to idola- 
trous nations with the Jews? This 
for the dion.—Cyrus liberated the 
Jews trom captivity, and made a 
ecree for their rebuilding the 
temple and rcitoring the wor- 
fhip of God. The work was 
embarrafied by the envy and 


ei she 


to 


s 


> ’ 

ar tifices Va the Samaritans ~ Ar Ne 
: x; 

monites, and Moabites, Ezra iv. 


but the decree of Darius, io 
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and accelerated the work. Under 
Artaxerxes, called Ahafuerus, 
who had Efther for his queen and 
Mordecai for his prime minifter 
of ftate, the Jews enjoyed great 
profperity and peace.—Do we 
find a fingle inftance of perfecu- 
tion, or even of vexation, which 
eccurred to the Jews through the 
whole duration of the Perfian em- 
pire, if we except the decree of 
Smerdis the ufurper, (but he 
reigned only one year) called Ar- 
taxerxes, Ezra iv., and the at- 
tempt of Haman which coft him 
his life? Was this mild and lib- 
eral difpofition of the Perfian 
kings toward the Jews reprefent- 
ed by a dear ?—Alexander grant- 
ed many favors and privileges to 
‘the Jews. Antiochus the great, 
tranfported many of the Jews to 
the lefier Afia, and, providing lib- 
erally for their fubfiflence, com- 
mitted his moft important caftles 


to their valor and fidelity for de- | 


fence. Paleftine lying between 
‘Syria and Egypt, the Jews fut- 
fered great calamities from the 
contefis of their kings, but can 
more than three or four of all the 
fucceffors of Alexander be juitly 
denommated perfecutors ?—~The 
Roman empire, aci 
ern, itis acknowledes 
-eraily 
but if 
not jnitly applicable to a 
is it not a concluliv 
gainft applying it 
all? But whether fuch an inter- 
pretation be formed from the rep: 
refentation of {cripture, or hath 
proceeded from the common pro- 
penfity of mankind to underftand 
and judge of all fubje&s with 
reference to themfelves, it is not 
the f the writer to 


, % ‘n , 

a, hatn ven- 

; 

been a periecuting power, 

; 

a periceutine charater bs 

ny one, 
} : 

€ exception a- 

‘ 


+ . ; oe 
tO any of them 


the province of 
- decide. 


(To Le continued.) 
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The nature and effedls of Faith 
Obfervations on John vii. 96 
‘© He that believeth on me, as the 
feripture hath faid, out of his 
belly foall flow rivers of bevy 
water.’” ° 


NUMBER I. 
AITH makes a very capita! 


figure in the writings of the 
New Teftament. Our Sarioz: 
declares this to be the work of 





j , 
one ina man 
Aline ANG MOE ; 


God, that ye believe on him whom 
| he hath fent.* This is effential 
to all fpiritual life, to all om 
/communion and acceptance with 
God.t+ Without faith it is im. 
poflible to pleafe him: for he 
that cometh to God mutt believe 
that he is, and that he isare. 
warder of them that diligently 
feek him.t Moft important isit 
(therefore that Chriftians fhould 
| underftand the nature and effets 
of faith, and that they fhould be 
indeed the fubje&ts of this divine 
| principle. Of this aad its happy 
| effects it is that our Saviour {peaks 
iin this paffagc. In the preceding 
verfe, he had with great earnett- 
nefe, the laft, that great day of 
the featt of tabernacles, called all 
who were thirfty to come and 
drink ; importing that hewas the 
' water of life, and that in hin 
there was every thing neceliary 
i to cleanfe and refreth the foul, and 
to give it all imaginable entertzis- 
ment: That he was a fountam 
open for public ufe, for Jews and 
Gentiles, to wath in for fin and 
uncleannefs ; and that whofoevet 
would, might come unto the w'- 
ters, wath and be clean, drink and 
thirft no more, but live for eve" 
In this verfe Jefus explains wid 
he defigned by coming to hin 
and drinking, viz. believing 94 
—_—_—_——_— 
* John vi. 29. + Verle 53: 
$ Hebd. Xi. 6. 
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his name. Coming to Chrift, and | 
believing on his mame, are fre- 
we tly ufed in the New Tefta- 

it to exprefs the fame thing, a 
genuine faith.* To every och 


(hall: flow rivers of living water. 
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| regenerated, as well as a convinced 
‘finner, whofe heart is reconciled 
to God, and who believes the re- 


cord which God hath given of 


‘his Son; that he is the refurrec- 
perfon who believeth in Jetus i it is | 
promifed, That out of lis belly 


This imports that his faith fhall | 


not be a dormant principle, but 
lave great a€tivity, producing the 
mt ufeful and hap py efeis. It 
wi) be a principle of life flowing 
out in all pious, righteous and be- 
nevolent affe@tions, exercifes aad 
condu&. 

To iliuftrate this fubje& it will 
be natural to contemplate the 


nature of faith, its activity and | 


effets. 
With refpect to faith in Chi, 
it is the a&@t of a convinced, 


tion and the life ; fet forth to be 
a propitiation through faith in his 


_ blood, to decare his righteoufnefs 


for the remiffion of fins; and that 
through him ail who do believe 


| are juitified %om all things from 


which they could not be juttified 
by the law of Mofes. The true 
believer is not only rationally and 


| cutirely convinced of thefe truths, 


but he fully believes them on the 
teftimony of God, given in his 
word. It is effential to faith, that 
men aflent to the truths of the 

gofpel on the divine teftimony 


| efpecially to thofe which refpe& 


generate finner, embracing him, | 


in his whole charaler, as he is 
exhibited in the gofpel. Every 
believer acting faith in JefusCh rift 
18 a convinced finner, who is bro’t 
practically to fee that he ts totally 
ruined and entirely hleplefs in 
himfelf, curfed by the law 57 and 
that without a Saviour he mutt 


‘ 


have inevitably perifhed. The | 


commandment comes home to his 
confcience, and fin revives and he 
dies.t He is brought to renounce 
hisown name and righteoufnefs, 
and every wame aud righteoufnefs, 
in heaven and on earth, but the 
name and righteoufnefs of Jefus 
Chrift. He is certain that there 
is falvation in no other. He has 
alfo a ftrong conviction that Jefus 
is the Chrift, the Sen of the living 
God, by ar ser he is reconciling 
the world unto himfelf, and that 
there is forgivenefs with God thro’ 


ur Lord Jefus Chrift. ‘He isa 


: a xi. 28. John vi. 37. 
+ Ga’. iii. 10. Jol hn wi. 
$ Rom. vii. 9. 


Vou. I. No. 7. 




















the Redeemer, and falvation in 
his name. Faith alfo involves in 
its very nature the entire confent 
of the heart or will to thefe truths. 
Tt approves them and clofes with 
them as excellent and wo orthy of 
all acceptation. The believer 
having been renewed by the Spir- 
it, and illuminated with the know- 
ledge of God, and his fon Jefus 
Chiilt, apprehends a commanding 
beauty in the divine character, in 
the gofpel, and in Jefus Chritt : 
He appears to be a glorious, wil- 
ling and all-fufficient Saviour. 
The believer rejoices exceedingly 
in the difcovery of this rich treaf- 
ure, and for joy thereof goeth and 
felleth all that he hath, and buy- 
eth it. His heart unites in fue 
preme love to God and the Re- 
deemer. He renounces all for 
Chritt, and choefeth him as his 
only beloved. He choofes or 
embraces him in his whole charac- 
ter, as prophet, prieft and king. 
He fubmitsto him as king, to be 
ruled by his law, and protected 
by his power, no lefs than to be 
faved by his death, Thus with 
Kk 
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enables the believer to live as fee 
ing him who is invifible, sid H 
thofe invifible things of which he 
hath fpoken in his word. The 
apoltle therefore terms faith, The 
fubftance of things hoped for and 
the evidence of things not feen.* 


? 
l 


> 


But the nature of faith will | 


15+ vthe or 


further appear from its excellent 
effects. It is a principle of life in 
the foul, of conflant and powerful 
influence. 
flow rivers of living water. In 
another paffage the Saviourtaught, 


The water that I thall give him | 


hall be 
ringing up into everlafting life i‘. 
iefe are flrong expreflions 5, thow ‘ 
the power ef a divine princi. 
in the foul, and the aGtivity of 
ith in the true Chriflian. I 
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purifi es the heart a: 1 operates by 
the love whichis in am but as it 
apprehends the great love of God 
the Father aad of our Lord Jefus 
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an hiding place from the wind, 
and acovert from the tempelt : : 
as rivers of water in a dry place, 
as the fhadow of a great rock in a 
weary land.* Pardon, deliver- 
ance from wrath, faictification, 
peace with God and in his own 
foul, communion with Chrift im 
his word and ordinances, aflurance 
of his love and the hopes of glory, 
are far more welcome to tle be- 
hiever than cold waters, ftreams 
— rivers ri the thirily traveller 
aland of drought and heat. 
1 heli are the fweet fruits of faith 
to the believer himfell, Being 
juftified by faith we have peace 
with God th: rough our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. The peace 
of God which pedlcth underfland- 
ing meeps the hearts of the faints. 
It is the promife of the faithful 
Saviour, Peace I leave with you, 
my peace I give unto you: not 
as the world giveth give I unto 
you. Let not your heart be trou- 
bled, neither be alraid.t 
In the exercifesof faith the be- 
Siever has always communion with 
God. And truly our fellowfhip 
is with the Father, and with his 
fon Jefus Chrift.t In believing, 
eternal life commences in the { 
The good feed is fown in 
grout, and will {pring up 
bear fruit, fome thirty, fo: 
ty and fome an hundred f 
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fruitful, be comforted and refre(h. 
ed as with gentle dews and thow. 
ers, as with flreams and rivers of 
water. As this principle of life 
within fhall never fail, but be 
{pxinging up, in the holy tenden.’ 
cies of his heart and condud, into 
everlafting life, @until his holy 
fruits and joys terminate in fulne’s 

of joy and pleafures for ever more; 
fo it will be to him as ftreams and 
rivers whofe waters never fl 

Further, out of the faints fll 
flow rivers ef falutary and life giv 
ing waters to others. By their 
faith and. good works they ire 
the falt of the earth, and the ligh 
of the world. They prevent its its 
total darknefs and corruption, and 
render it luminous and favoury. 
By their do&trines, heavenly con- 
verfation, and examples, they is- 
ftrumentally feafon it with piety 
and righteoufnefs. Their inftruc- 
tions, prayers, counfels and influ 
ence make others holy and happy. 
Others, beholdi: ng their good 
works, glorify their Father who 
is in heaven. 

Faithful parents, who devote 
their children to God according 
to his inftitution, inftru& and pray 
with them abundantly, reftrain 


'them from fin, and wicked com- 

o. 3 
Becca | 
| way in which they fhould go, are 


pany, and fo train them up in the 


beneficial to them than rv. 

water, or flreams from Leb- 

By bleffing, they 

» them ufctul, pious, pure and 

‘hey may be the meas 

f God’ ; keeping covenant with 
heir potterity mate a thovfand 

ener: Their children thus 

ducated tay become the orna- 

ments of the churches, pillars in 

the houfe of God, pillars of the 

carth , upon whom the Lord fhail 
fet the govern ment of the world.§ 
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How ufefuland refrefhing may they 
be to the churches, to the com- 
monwealth, and to all good men ! 
How happy are the effedts of 

eace-makers, ef righteous, pray- 
erful, orderly, wife and charitable 
men? How falutary are their 
counfels and prayers, how refrefh- 
ing their charity and alms deeds ? 
When they warm the naked with 
the fleece of their flocks, feed the 
hungry from their tables, vifit the 
widow and the fatherlefs in their 
afi€tion, and with good words 
aid good deeds make the hearts 


ofthe poor, the fick, the father- | 


lefs, and widow to fing for joy ? | 
When by refrefhing the bowels of 
the faints they caufe many thankf- 
civings to redound to the name of 


the Lord ! How farand wide do | 


thofe refrefhing waters flow forth, 

when by their charity and care, 
their labor and influence, the gof- 
pelis preached to the poor in dif- 
tant countries and fettlements, and 
fouls are born, and churches gath- 
cred unto the Lord Jefus ? When 
by their means the gofpel is fent 
io the heathen, and the dark pla- 
ces of the earth are illumined with 


the light of life, and the regions | 


of death are peopled with Chrif- | 


tians rejoicing in the name of the | any can afford, and fine 
Lord ? How falutary and refrefh- | 
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| beauty, ftrength and opulence 
to the molt renowned cities ? 
Where thefe waters come the fick 
are healed and the dead live. 
How much better are thefe wa- 
ters of Ifrael than Abana and 
Pharpar and all the waters of Da- 
mafcus ? When the rivers thall be 
dried away, and there fhall be no 
more fea, when the fun and ftars 
fhall fhine no more, thefe waters 
fhall increafe their fweetnefs, rife 
higher and higher, and flow more 

extenfively for ever and ever. 
How bleffed is the believer? 
His fruit fhall never fail ; he thall 
never come into conde nneatioe. 
How rich is the grace beftowed 
upon him ? How immenfe are his 
obligations to gratitude, praife and 
new obedience ? How fhould the 
faints take courage and be com- 
| forted, and all the children of 
Zion be glad in their King ? % 
(To be continued. ) | 
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Rev. GCzEnTLeMEN, 


"AS it is your manifeft defire to 
receive what relisious information 
ce accounts 
of the outpouring pf God’s fpirit 


ing are paftors after God’s héart, | never fail to gladden the hearts of 
who feed his people with knowl- | his children, no one needs an apol- 


edge and underftanding, and are 
a favour of life unto life unto im- 


| ory for tranfmitting } you accounts 
'of this kind, even though the 


mortal fouls? Who turn finners | work be not in theimmediate place 


from darknefs to light and from | 
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of his refidence. 


the power of Satan unto God ? ; 


Who perfe& the faints and edify | 
the body of Chrift ? Such are the | 8 Columbia county, 
waters a flow forth from | New-York, ther 


thofe who believe in the Lord Je- 
rete ye How much more ufe 


and refrefhing are they, than 
tivers which pour their waters | of a {tated miniter, 


through cxtenfive couatries, fer 


tlige a thonfand meads, and give 


N the fociety of New- Canaan, 
ftate of 
has been expe- 
rienced a confiderable degree of 
-| the {pecial influences of divine 
grace. Asitisa fociety deftitute 
and fince he 
you thefe lines was 
nore partic ularly acquainted with 
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umf ances than a any ot th er feelings of di if{cour: a ee 
preacher ; being alfo now fettled | my view of be cing ufelefs, le 1. oe 
i oO 


in an adjoining parifh, he is re- | to cx sntemplai ate leaving them; 
queiled to write yeu an eccount though ‘I had g given encourare. 
of the work. nent cf tarrying a number of 
Tn the mopth of November, weeks longer. The Sabbath 
1800, 1 was pafling th rough the } lowing I ¢ 
place above mentioned, and from aged 
the influence of a neighboring | as many as attended the other ty, 
minifter, reccived an applicat on to Sabbaths. About this numbe 
return au ply them a few eee till my term expired, 
Sabbaths. , ccordi I re-} And “ bened be God !” poy. 
turned. r their relig- | with it, nding all this dar 
ious fate, it b appeare that they | fome ray “3 of li ght had thea ie 
had formerly enjoyed the ltated , The operat on of the 
adminiftration of the gofpel ; but | fpirit of God was vilible is tuo 


h ad then been deft: 


‘tute about | or three inftances. 

three years. During this term As I wes converfing one 

they had been fury pplicd with | ning on religious ‘etl 2 
preaching but a {mall part of the family where I lod ged, 2 

t me. Even the form of religion | lady belonging to the famil iy | 

was now f{ecarcely vifible among ed me a bible, pointing to thi 

them. It is true, there was the | text, wifhing me to preach fron 

remains of a church, wherein were | it, Plalm xxv. 16. Turathe: unto: 

nine male members, and 


few | and have mercy upon me, fur I on 
more than that number of femal 


aies. defi fol ale an d a afpiitied. A fev W i 





Still it would admit of a doubt | eral remarks were made in reply ; 
whether it were any honor to the | and an opportunity was 


caule of relici g ion to fay there was | next d: y, to learn what 

a church ia the ee When [ } pected incident appearec 

firft drew near the houfe of wor. cate. Accordi “> was f 
fhip, I beheld from its forlcrnap- | tha two Sabbaths previoully to 
pearance an affecting comment on isy whi ch was the fecond of m; 
that paflag e of the prophecy of } pre: hing in the fociety, {uch 
Ifaiah where he {peaks « fag reat | preffions were made upon 
forfaking in the midit of the land.”’ | mind as it Wwasimpo {fible forh 
The words of the prophet were af and which had been c 


alfo no lefs applic: ib ic when tne tally incre oat} ing soon Gives 


people were convened. Betvween | this yan ther 
twenty and thirty perfons compo- 

fed te whole afiembly ce ally 

came dire€tly from a place in | eourfe of afew 
which people were quite attentive | ceived 
to divine worthip, a " having had | crucified Saviour. 

but a few weeks exp rience :inthe | bath-eve ee previoully to 
trying work of pre achi n 


a happy re 


the gof- leaving the place, a queltion' 
pel, I returned to my quarters | afked a you i geatlem un. be 
with a heavy heart. The next | ing to the family, to this imp 


Sabbath prefented much the fame | whether he would deem 1 Jt 
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an} 
me that he muft confefs he could not 
— the juftice of if. At this 
ee. the young lady who was mention- 
of od is being laft awakened, broke 
fo! forth into a ftrain of aflonifhment, 
it. and | adiire Ree ¢ himthus: Howcan 
ice i ink fuch + vile worms as We 


WW a) not ot afer ve lo be in hell for ever ! 
. T 


State of New-York. 





'a mean of ftrikinge the 


was then in quired, whether fhe 
ed. bad not, of late, experienced a 
ye articular change in her feelings? 
afi, ic obferved that fhe had: and 
rua hen Sree that very early in the 
the morning, after a diflreffe: night, 
WO ‘cht from the —_ fhone moft 

sfonithingly into her foul; that | 

Vee her views of God or the Saviour 
the were fuch as fhe could not exprefs. 


“ This day,’”’ faid fie, ** was the 
firft time I ever heard preaching. 
his This has been a new day to me, 
I never properly heard a fermon 
‘ till to day.” The next morning ig 
an Tleft the Society 5 perce ‘iving that 
the people in general were fill re- 
¥; mat wrkably indifferent withregardto 
tither attending on preaching, 
contributing to its aren rt. 
was in Decen mber. 
ad, them five Sabbaths. 
to The next [pring, being called 
. to tape, in a neighboring parith, 
vilited this people ; and found 
- more inftance of hopeful con- 
n. There appeared alfo, one 
or two inftances of awakening, 
ray which commenced fome time be- 
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or 
T his 
I had fupplied 
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yorily 


for e. A number of new inftances 
of ferion us thoughtfulacfs were 
hkewife now feen. I learnt, that 
th ‘ough the re they had 


| been “deft itute of any { tated preach- 

The peop le were this 
engaged in repairing their 
gz houfe. And their houfe 
being net moe till fall, they 
engaged no fupply through the 
fummer. Duriog this ‘fea fon, 
they were, however, favored with 
preaching a number of 
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had alfo frequent le&ures, by a 
candidate from an adjoining par- 
ifh ; whofe labors among them 
appeared to be accompanied with 
divine power upon the hearts of a 
number. In the firit part of this 
feafon, a number of the church 
appeared to be quickened, fo that 
the ordinance of the fupper was 
adminiftered ; which for a lon 
time had been greatly negle&ed. 
At this period, three young per- 
fons, who were the firft that re- 
ceived a hopeful change, came 
forward and made public profel- 
fion of their faith, This wa 
B inithdb 
of a number of other youth, a3 
afterwards appeared. Though 
in the fummer there were not ma- 
ny inftances of awakening, ia 
the autumn, ther¢ was a more re- 
frefhing fhower of divine grace 
than had been before experienced. 
The afpe& of the princi ipal young oa 
people was now remarkably chan- 
ged. Youthful amufements, to 
which they were before greatly 
attached, were now entirely dif- 
continued. As the work firt 
began am ong the youth, it a 
peared Cc hie! lly to con 
them. Thofe who were leaders 
in vanity feemeld to be firit ar- 
refted. 
Their 
finithed, 


ap- 


tin ue amone 


meeting houfé being now 
the pulpit was fupplied, 
for the moft part through the 
winter. J] was told, that from 
the clofe of the autumn to the 
abatement of v the people 
att maeres 
ut new inftances of awakeni 
were but Brel Early in the fol. : 
lowin ¢ i ring, which was 1802, 
there appeared another moft {pe- 
cial r Eiremany, This feemed t 

fpread the gofpel net fill more 
cxtenfive Some of every clafs 
were by this time the fulyi: éts ar 
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ferences were now increafed, and 
more fully attended than ever they 
had before been. Providence fo 
appointed it, that foon after this 
refrefhing commenced, 1 fupplied 
them a number of Sabbaths. 
Oh ! how aftonifhing the contratt, 
in the appearance at this time on 
the Lord’s day, from that which 
was exhibited when I firfl preach- 
ed in the place. There was now 
a decent houfe, thronged with a 
numerous and f{elemn audience. 
A nuivber of heads of families 
had become sharers in thefe bleffed 
effects; and confequently,the fmall 
number of praying families were 
happily increafed. In addition 
to the conferences which were 
then attended, the young people 
appointed one to be regarded 
weekly ; which was flatedly at- 
tended by a very good number, 
and which now ftill continues. 

In the courfe of the fummer, 
new initances of awakening were 
feldom ; and it no more increafed. 
There is, however, ftill evidence 
that the Lord has been there, and 
that he hath fet apart a number 
for himfelf. Fifty-four have been 
added to the church. Of thefe, 
thirty were young unmarried peo- 
ple. A number of the others 
were perfons im quite the early 
part of life.—The writer wihhes 
that the youth would refle& on 
this with peculiar attention. You 
fee that it is in the morning God 
generally calis his laborers into 
the vineyard. 

A few circumfances may be 
added, evincing the peculiar grace 
and foversiguty of God in this 
work. 


Some families appear to be al- 


moft wholly take 


n; and others 
altogether left. 


n fome cafes, 
only one individual was taken 
from a neighborhood. One fam 
Hy, in which there were three 
young men, was remarkably vilite 
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ed. At firft, the mind of one of 
the young men wasarrefted ; which 
appeared to diffeminate throych 
the family, till each of the three, 
and both the parents, were th. 
hopeful fubjeCts of regeneratins 
grace. Formerly, this family were 
quite neglectful of divine things. 
and were remarkably engaged in 
purfuit of perifhable wealth ; bu 
now, on communion days, all the 
adult members are feen commem. 
orating a crucified Saviour. Ip 
another family, there are five 
youhg people, four fifters anda 
brother, all of whom have hope. 
fully become pious. 

About the clofe of the vifble 
awakening, I was called to attend 
the funeral of one of the lste con. 
verts; who was a young lady a 
bout feventeen years of age. On 
the Sabbath preceding her death, 
woich was ten weeks after fhe 
had publicly joined herfelf to the 
church, fhe was at meeting taking 
an ative part with the fingers. 
Though her conftitution had ever 
been infirm, fhe then enjoyed ufval 
health. On Friday following, 
fhe was entombed in the fient 
grave. One year previous to this, 
divine revelation was almoft en- 
tirely negleGed in the family. 
The vile inveétives of Thomas 
Paine were believed and read, by 
the head of the family, to the ut- 
ter exclufion of God’s revealed 
word. But, in the courfe of the 
preceding feafon, Jehovah was fo 
gracious as to fend his Spirit, 
which banifhed infidelity from 
their dwelliag, and hopefully re- 
newed the hearts of beth the pat- 
ents, as well as their child. Here- 
by they were prepared to pat 
with a dear and firft born member 
of their family ; and through di- 
vine grace, their child alfo was 
hopefully prepared to part with 
her parents, leaving them to 
mourn, not without hope, either 
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in themfelves, or with refpe@ to 
her. For a number of months 
previous to her death, fhe appear- 
ed to be not of this world. She 
was often heard to fpeak of death 
with the greateft degree of com- 
pofure. At the laft funeral that 
was attended in the place, which 
wasa number of months before 
we were called to attend hers, fhe 
remarked that the bell would next 
toll for her. On the laft Sabbath 
fhe attended meeting, fhe obferv- 
ed to one of her young fifters in 
profeffion, that fhe fhould live but 
a fhort time. And while fhe 
mourned that her graces were no 
more lively, fhe alfo added that 
fhe was willing to go.—Being 
much tranfported in public wor- 
fhip, by the finging of the-feven- 
teenth pfalm, long metre, fhe was 
feen to take her book and fing the 
fame pfalm in the evening, after 
fhe returned home; which was 
the laft time fhe was ever heard to 
fing. Her diforder, which was a 
nervous pleurify, was fo violent 
after fhe was looked upon danger- 
ous, that fhe was able to make no 
remarks in her dying hour. She 
had already given evidence of her 
good eftate, in the moft favorable 
and defirable feafon ; in the time 
of life, of youth and health. 
From what has taken place in 
this fociety, it appears evident to 
the candid mind, that a change of 
heart effectually removes preju- 
dices againft the doctrines of the 
gofpel, and corrects fpeculaiive 
errors. Indeed, it may be remark- 
ed, that thofe who are the moft 
devoutly engaged in a pious life, 
appear to be the moft diftinguith- 
ingly in favor of thofe humiliating 
doétrines which are fo oppofed by 
unregenerate minds. They pro- 
fefs in general, to have found by 
experience, as well as by the word 
of God, that by nature they are 
Vou IV. No. 7. 
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totally finful; that if they are 
Chriftians, they made no approach 
to holy obedience till their hearts 
were favingly renewed ; that God 
from eternity had a glorious plan 
refpe€ting all he does; and that 
the particular ftate of every indt- 
vidual is included in this plan. 

It is true, the fubjeéts of this 
work have not been fo numerous 
as in many places ; yet, may not 
this be clafled among the {peci- 
mens of God’s matchlefs grace to 
a guilty world? Should even a 
part of this number endure to the 
end, and be finally admitted into 
the celeftial kingdom, how great 
would be the difplay of divine 
grace! Oh, how joyful the con- 
fideration that there is the leaft 
gleam of hope in the cafe of any! 
How can they who are Chriftians 
forbear to awake and admire their 
Saviour? Had fnners a view of 
their critical ftate, how could they 
forbear trembling ? And how can 
pious minifters of the gofpel fail 
of being moft fenfibly engaged in 
fo interefting a werk? But, all 
are dependent upon divine grace! 
How dependent are minifters for 
every degree of fuccefs! A blef- 
fed confideration! The young 
and inexperienced in this work, 
may therefore go forth upon the 
flrength of the God of Ifrael, as 
David met the champion of Gath. 

I am, gentlemen, 

with much refpeé, 
your humble fervant, 
JOHN WATERS. 
New-Concord, Nov. 1, 1803. 





From Viator to Chriftianus. 
(Contin. from Vol. III. p. 225.) . 
LETTER IV. 

Dear CuristTian FRiEnp, 

M* prefent object is, further 
to aid you and mylelf in 

improving the obfervations made 


Lil 
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in my two firft letters. Ia at- 
tempting to do which, I fhal} at- 
tend to feveral particulars. 

1. If the labor of perfons di- 
vinely enlightened, was rightly eX- 
plained, it muft follow of courie, 
that real Chriflians, though they | 
may have cccafional lapfes into 





fin, will on the whole make good 
ye ' cea. 5 | 
citizens. hey will fil thet pla- | 
ces in all their focial rclations with | 
fidelity, from the higheit to the 
loweft grade in foviety. 


Pe:fors who are clothed with | 
remember, * The | 
God of Tfrael faith, the rock of , 
ruleth | 


| felfith in all his affections and pur. 


authority, wil 


Tfrael fpake to me, he that 
over men muil b 
the fear of God. 

Perfons who ar 
bumble walks of li 


ia the 
he 
have * Rulers who are not a 


“ 
- 
4a 
any 


“ 


Wii 


ror to gced works, but to evil,’ , 


‘will be mindful of that folema 
declaration, * Whofoever refifteth 
the power, refilteth the ordinance 
of God’; and be ready, to ¢ lead 
quiet and peaceable lives, in all 


cuftom to whom cultom, fear to 
whom fear, honor to whom 
honor.’ 

If the foregoing obfervatioas 
are true, the tendency of religion, | 
unqueftionably, 1s favorable to 
civil fociety, and of confequence 
deferves the patronage of a!l who | 
feck the beft good of mankind in 
this prefent world. Public men 
ought to be now, what kings 
eventually will be, ¢ nurfing fath- 
ers to the church.’ Thole per- 
fons who oppofe the Chriftian re- | 
ligion, and labor to unfettle the | 
minds of their fellow citizens from | 
every thing ferious, cannot be | 
viewed as triendly to the belt in- | 
terefls of fociety. 


2. If perions divinely enlight- 
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ened, are willing to be abfent 
from the body, to be prefent with 
the Lord, and labor, as the apof. 
tle afferts, whether prefent or ab. 
fent to be accepted of him, we 
may eafily underftand what he 
means in the fame chapter, when 
he fays, ‘ If any man be in Chrift 
he is q new creature, old things 
are done away, behold all thing; 
have become new.’ 

He does not mean, that he 
has any new faculties, but that his 
views, affeGiions and condud are 
new. His moral talte ts effentially 
altered. He is in a moral viewa 
different man.—Formerly he was 


fuits, but now he is benevolent— 
he loves God fupremely and his 
neighbor as himfelf ; he really 
wifhes to promote the higheit 
cood of the intelletual world— 
Formerly his ¢ affeCtions wer: pla. 
ced on things which are feca and 
temporal’; his cry was, ‘ who 
will fhew me any good’? His only 


anxiety when he thought about 
godlinefs and honelty’ ; and 
to * render to all their dues ; | 
tribute to whom tribute is due, | 


death, was to be happy.—But 
he now finds his ¢ affections placed 
on things which are not feea, and 
are eternal’ ; and longs to be ho- 


iy: his cryis, § Lord lift thou up 


' the light of thy countenance upon 


me’: when he thinks of death, he 


finds it has loft its fling, aad he is 
‘ willing rather to be abfent from 
the body to be prefent with the 
Lord.’ 

3. If perfons divinely enlight- 
ened, ¢ labor whether prefent oF 
abfent tobe accepted of the Lord,’ 
we may fafely conclude that they 
will readily give up, whateve: 
they may fiud to be incompatib!: 
with the divine intereft and honor. 

Self denial is an effential part 
of true religion. ¢ If any man 
will come after me, let him deas 
himfelf, and take up his crofs ana 


r l] , me? 
Touow ms. 
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Riches, honors and pleafures, 
the idols of the world, muf not 
be worfhipped, however ftrong the 
jnducement, as it is inconfiftent 
with the intereft and honor of Je- 
hovah, and contrary to the ex- 
prefs prohibition of his. word: 
‘ Be not conformed to this world, 
but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye 
immay prove what is that good, ac- 
ceptable and perfect will of God.’ 

Self denial is not only an efen- 
tial, but a very profitable part of 
religion: ‘If thy right eye of- 
fend thee, pluck it out, and caft 
it from thee ; for it is profitable 
for thee that one of thy members 
fhould perifh, and not that thy 
whole body fhould be caft into 
hell. And if thy right hand of- 
fend thee, cut it off, and caft it 
from thee; for it is profitable for 
thee that one of thy members 
fhould perifh, and not that thy 
whole body fhould be caft into 
hell.’ For whofoever will lofe 
his life for my fake, fhall find it.’ 
—-* There is no man that hath 
left houfe, or brethren, or fitters, 
or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, or lands for my fake and 
the gofpel,’ but he fhall receive 
an hundred fold now in this time, 
houfes, and brethren, and fifters, 
and mothers, and children, and 
lands, with perfecutions; and in 
the world to come eternal life.’— 
It is clearly evident, that what- 
ever any perfon may give up, of 
a perfonal nature, with a view to 

the divine glory, will eventually 
turn to his own ca nei, Ye 
denial, tho’ contrary to all the uc 
ural feelings of the heart, has of- 
ten been complied with, by thofe 
into whofe hearts ‘God who com- 
manded the light to fhine out of 
darknefi, hath thined, to give the 
ihe oF the baseted ge “of the 
gory of God in the fase of Jefus 





Chriil,’ as is evident from many 
inftances Jeft on divine record. 
Out of thofe which might be men. 
tioned, the following may be con. 
fidered as one of the moft ftriking: 
‘ By faith Mofes, when he was 
come to years, refufed to be call. 
ed the fon of Pharaoli’s daughter; 
choofing rather to fuffer affliction 
with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the plcafures of fin fora 
feafon. PESEPINS, the repens 
of Chrifl greater riches than the 
treafures of  s sypt s 3, fo r he had 
refpect unto the recempence of 
teed 

Thofe perfons who are actuated 
bythe Holy Spirit, will likewife in 
every age of the world, be willing 
to facrifice all for Chrift. 

If perfons who are divinely 
enlightened, labor whether pref- 
ent or abfent_ to be accepted of 
the Lord ; it is natural to fuppofe, 
that every token of the divine ap- 
probation will be highly pleafing 
to them—and that they will nev- 
er feel fully fatisfied, however el- 
igible their fituation may be in 
other refpeéts, fo long as they find 
in themfelves the remains of fin. 
They therefore abfolutely defpair 
of complete felicity on earth— 
and are looking forward to a bet- 
ter world, each one fayiag with 
the Pfalmift, * I thall be fatisfied 
when I awake with thy likenefs;’ 
knowing from divine promife, 
that he fhall thea be crowned, 
with § honor, immortality and 
eternal life.’ 

My dear Friend, You will 
permit me, before I clofe this let- 
ter, to obferve that itis my ardent 
with, that we, who hope we have 
‘ tafted and found that the Lod 
1s gooe,’ may profit by the fore- 
going obfervations ; that we may 
guard ; again{t that Rie d of infidel. 
ity, and great immorali itys which 


are fo prevalent at thisday; that 








276 


we may neither make fhipwreck 
of our faith, difhonor God, nor 
lofe our fouls ! 

As we have enlifted, profeffed- 
ly, under the Captain of our Sal- 
vation, it becomes us to ‘ ftand faft 


. ° « | 
in the faith, to quit ourfelves like 


men, to be ftrong.’? * For we 
wreftle not againft flefh and blood, 
but againft principalities, and 
againft powers, againft the rulers 


of the darknefs cf this world, we call the proud happy : yea, 


| they that work wickednefs are fet 
| up: yea, they .that tempt God 
fore carefully to attend to the fol- | 
lowing apoftolic exhortation ; | 


againft fpiritual wickednefs in 
high places.” We ought there- 


‘ Wherefore take unto you the | 


whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withftand in the 
evil day, and having done all to 
iland. Stand therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breaft-plate of 
rightcoufnefs ; and your feet fhod 
with the preparation of the gof- 
pel of peace: Above all, taking 


the fhield of faith, wherewith ye 
fhall be able to quench all the fie- | 
ry. darts of the wicked. And 


take the helmet of falvation, and 
the fword of the fpirit, which is 
the word of God. 
ways with all prayer and fupplica- 
tion in the fpirit.’ 

Religion is in the higheft fenfe, 
worthy of our love and notice, as 
rational and immortal creatures. 
This is the * one thing needful: 
—The good part which cannot be 
taken away.’ 

As we are cying men, foon 
every earthly good will fail us. 
The enjoyments of this world, are 
like Jonah’s gourd, momentary. 
¢ Here we have no continuing 
city.” Let us therefore be wife, 
and ‘ ufe the world as not abufing 
it ;? and make the divine’ glory 
the great pole ftar in all our con- 
duct, trufting only in the merits 
of the great Redeemer for mercy. 
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The danger we are both in, 
from the prefent languid flate of 
religion, and increafe of infidelity, 
has been the occafion, of my 
writing this, and the preceding 
letters. Many perfons are faying 
now, as they did in the prophet 
Malachi’s day, ¢ It is vain to ferve 
God ; and what profit is it, that 
we have walked mournfully be. 


fore the Lord of hofts? And now 


are even delivered !’ Shall we de. 
fert ? Or remember that ¢ the tri. 
umphing of the wicked is fhort ” 


| And that it is thus written in the 


volumes of eternal truth : ¢ Thea 
they that feared the Lord {pake 
often one to another, and the 
Lord hearkened, and heard it, 
and a.book of remembrance was 
written before him, for them that 
feared the Lord, and that thought 
upon his name. And they hall 
be mine faith the Lord of hoits, 


| in that day yhen I make up my 
| jewels, and I will {pare them asa 


| ‘man {fpareth his own fon that ferv- 
Praying al- | 


I know it fhall be well 
with them that fear God, who fear 
before him ? 

Tho’ there is reafon to fear 
that fome of the profeffors of re- 
ligion, are like the foolifh virgins, 
who had no oil in their lamps, and 
that others may be addrefled as 
John did the Angel of the 
Church at Sardis, ¢ Thou halt a 
name to live, but art dead ;’ the 
real caufe of Chrift will prove 
viCtorious. 

The open enemies of the 
church may increafe in number 
and fubtlety—they may app 
for a feafon as though they would 
expel Chriftianity from the world, 
but they will not prevail. God 
has not forgotten his Church, and 
never will: * Can a woman forget 
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her fucking child, that fhe thould 
not have compaffion on the fon of 
her womb? Yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee.” Fa- 
cob is now fmall; but foon that 
prophecy fhall be fulfilled, « The 
place is too flrait for me; give 
place to me that I may dwell.’ 
The Church now has her fpots, 
but will prefently ‘ Loek forth as 
the morning, fair as the moon, 
clear as the fun, and terrible as an 
army with banners.’ There is not 
only-a fure promife, but many 
omens for good, in providence. 
God is evidently making, in ma- 
ny places, great difplays of his 
grace. 

May we take courage, perfe- 
vere in the Chriftian courfe, and 
‘give the Lord no reft till he ef- 
tablifh, till he make Jerufalem a 
praife in the earth.’ * I believed, 
therefore have I fpoken.’ ‘ In 
due time we fhall reap if we faint 
not.’ 

I am, dear Chriftian friend, 
your’s in Chrift, 
VIATOR. 





Extraa of a Letter from the Sec- 
retary of the London Miffionary 
Society, to the Truftees of the 
Miffionary Society of Conneélicut, 


Cay 


Lonpon, Auguft 22, 1803. 

T always affords great pleafure 

to the Dire€tors of the London 
Miffionary Society, to maintain.a 
correfpondence with the faithful 
aud zealous fervants of our com- 
mon Lord in different parts of the 
earth, and efpecially with our 
dear brethren in America, with 
whom we have the double union 
of blood and of grace. Your fa- 
vor of the 20th of April laft was 
read to the Direétors, and heard 
with much fatisfa€tion, as it gives 
us a further proof of your zealous 
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‘fomely executed, and I doubt not 


efforts to promote the gofpel of 
our bleffed Redeemer, in that ex- 
tenfive field which it is your honor 
to cultivate. Your harvelt is great 
indeed, while the laborers are very 
few; our prayers continually af. 
cend with your’s, that He in 
whofe hand is the refidue of the 
Spirit, may abundantly increafe 
their numbgg, and cnable your So- 
ciety not only to vifit the vacant 
churches, but to extend your 
Chriilian benevolence to the na 
tive heathen, multitudes of whom 
are perthing for lack of know- 
ledge. 

I beg leave to acknowledge 
alfo, in the name of our Societyy, 
the receipt of. a large number of 
the Conneticut Evangelical Mag- iy 
azines, for which acceptable pref- . 
ent, be pleafed to prefent to te 
our American friends. our fincere Ae 


thanks. They will be read with 





much pleafure by many of the 

DireGors; and have already af- 

forded to me great fatisfaétion. 

The work appears to me.to. be | 

ably condaéted as well as hand- : 
' 


will prove a bleffing to the coun- ri 
try around you. As. Editor ‘of : & 
the Evangelical Magazine, (to AY 
which office I have fucceeded in :Y 
the room of our late excellent a: 
brother, Mr. Eyre) T thall make ah 
free to infert fome of your pieces, 
particularly on the fubje& of infi- 
delity. © °* The: circumftantial. ac- f 
counts you give of the late revi- 

val of religion in feveral places, are 
extraordinary indeed’; but are fo 
well authenticated. that no doubt 
canbe entertained of their folidity. 
Would to God we might fee in 
England the fame bleffed out- . 
pouring of the Divine Spirit ! i 
The good work, we doubt not, 1s: | 
ftill going forward, tho’ more: j 
gradually and filently with us. Ay 











Iam dire&ted by the Society ‘ 
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to fend you, 23 atcken of our 
friendfhip, the laft volume of the 
Evangelical Magazine, and all 
the numbers of the prefent year 
hitherto publifhed. I truft you 
will favor us with frequent cor- 
refpondence, fhall we fay, twice 
in the year? and I will endeavor 
to tranfmit to you every religious 
event of importance. # 

Our Society has in contempla- 
tion fending feveral more Miffion- 
aries to the Eaft Indies, and a 
Miffion to the ifland of Ceylon, 
which laft we hope Mr. Vofs, an 
excellent minifter who was near 
the Cape of Gocd Hope, will 
dire. One of the Magazines 
will inform you of the wonderful 
fuccefs which it hath pleafed God 
to give to the labors of Mr. 
Geriké in the Eaft, which will 
afford you unfpeakable delight. 

We are waiting with fome anx- 
iety to hear'from our excellent 
brother Vanderkemp, from Al- 
goa Bay, but fuppofe his dif- 
patches are delayed by their cir- 
cuitous route thro’ Holland. 

I am, Dear Brethren, in behalf 
of the London Miffionary Society, 
and with great refped, 

Your affe€tionate Brother, 

GEORGE BURDER, 


SECRETARY. 


a -_____________) 


Religious Intelligence. 


Berkjire Mifpenary Society. 


THE annual meeting of the 
Miffionary Society in the counties 
of Berkfhire and Columbia, was 
holden at Stockbridge, on the 
2oth of September. <A fermon 
was delivered, on the occafion, by 
the Rev. Thomas Allen of Pitts- 
field, from Pfalm xiv. 7. Ob that 
the falvation of Ifrael were come 
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out of Zion! When the Lord br 
eth back the captivity of his people, 
Facob foall rejoice, and Ifrael foal 
be glad. 

The Truftees made to the So. 
ciety a report of their doings rel. 
ative to the employment of Mif. 
fionaries, and expenditures of mo. 
nies, fince their appointment in 
September 1802. From this re. 
port it appears, that the Truttee; 
employed the following Miffos. 
aries the laft year; viz. the Rey, 
Jofeph Avery twelve weeks in the 
county of Luzerne, in the State 
of Pennfylvania, and in the coun: 
ties of Oneida, Chenango, Tioga, 
Cayuga and Onondaga, i the 
State of New-York; the Rey, 
Benjamin Wocfter, twelve weeks, 
in the new fettlements between 
Lake George and Canada line, 
and in the towns on the New. 
York and Vermont fhores of Lake 
Champlain—and the Rey. Jabez 
Chadwick fixteen weeks in the 
county of Luzerne. This report 
ftates alfo, that the Rev. Mr. 
Woofter was appointed to perform 
another miffion of fixteen weeks, 
and to take nearly the fame tour 
which he did before,—that he 
had entered on the fervice, but 
had not finifhed his miffion. 

From the journal of the Rev. 
Mr. Avery, it appears that he 
commenced his miffion the 24th 


ings 


| of November laft—that he trav- 


elled 986 miles, preached 80 tines 
—attended 22 religious confer- 
ences and § funerals—vifited 106 
families and 6 {chools—baptized 
8 children, affifted in one ordina- 
tion, and received in contributions, 
for the ufe of the Society, 12 
dollars 94 cents. 

The journal of the Rev. Mr. 
Woolter ftates, that he commen- 
ced his miffion the 18th of Janu2- 
ry laft—that he preached 75 times 
-—attended 21 conferences aid 








z« 
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other religious meetings,—bapti- 
zed 1ochildren, adminiftered the 
Lord’s fupper once, and received 
in contributions. for the Society 
24 dollars 82 cents. 

Rev. Mr. Chadwick, in per- 
forming his miffion, which he 
commenced the 28th of April 
Jatt, rode 1086 miles, preached 
122 fermons, affifted in forming 
one church of 27 members, ad- 
mitted 12 perfons to the commun- 
ion of churches—baptized 4 
adults and 21 children—adminif- 
tered the Lord’s fupper 4 times, 
vifited 2 {chools and 80 families— 
attended 2 religious conferences 
and 6 church meetings—and re- 
ceived in contributions, for the 
Society, 42 dollars 38 cents. 

By thefe three Miffionaries the 
Society has afforded to the new 
fettlements forty weeks of minif- 
terial fervice, and 277 fermons, 
in the courfe of the laft year. 

The Miffionaries bring back ac- 
counts of their reception and en- 
couragement in their work, which 
muft be animating to all who love 
the profperity of Zion. They 
uniformly teftify, that the people 
are generally difpofed to attend 
upon the preached word, are 
prompt and apparently fincere in 
exprefling their thanks to the So- 
ciety, and, in many inftances, 
through the infinite mercy of a 
fovereign God, their hearts are 
opened to receive, in the love of 
it, the truth as it is in Jefus. 

At the above mentioned meet- 
ing, the Society, in conformity to 
their conftitution, proceeded to 
cle&t, by ballot, the officers for 
the enfuing year. The following 
were chofen ; viz. Rev. Ephraim 
Judfon, Prefident ; the Hon. Ti- 
mothy Edwards, Efg. Vice Pref- 
ident ; the Hon. William Walk. 
er, Efg. Treafurer; Rev. Alvan 

Hyde, Secretary, aml Rev. Oli- 
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ver Ayer, Clerk.—Rev. Jeffe 
Townfend, Rev. Aaron Bafcom, 
Rev. Dr. Stephen Weft, Rev. 
Ephraim Judfon, Rev. Alvan 
Hyde, Rev. David Perry, the 
Hon. William Walker, Efg. the 
Hon. Timothy Edwards, Efg. 
Deacon Stephen Nafh, Deacon 
John Hall, and the Hon. Barna- 
bas Bidwell, Efg. Truftees. 





Extra of a Ictter from a perfon 
in Hubberton, to his father in 
Conneticut, dated Sept, 20,1803. 


“© Honorep Sir, 


“ MY laft informed you of the 
good work in Pitsford, Welt- 
Rutland, and fome other places, 
and the hopeful profpe& here. 
At Pittsfordthe number hopefully 
born into the kingdom of grace, 
is 200, or upwards. At Weft- 
Rutland 100, or more. About 
one month fince there was the 
found of abundance of rain in 
Benfon, which ftill continues to 
pour down, and it is emphatical- 
ly a time of refrefhing from the 
prefence of the Lord. Converts 
{pring up asthe grafs. The wil- 
dernefs and folitary places are glad 
for them; and this northern def- 
ert is made to bloffom as the rofe. 
Saints feed on hidden manna, and 
join in the joy of angels. Ihave 
heard fome grey headed Chrif- 
tians exclaim in extacy, ‘* Lord 
now let thy fervant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have feen of 
thy falvation.”” The good-Lord 
is now by his fpirit in this finful 
town, and a greater fhaking I 
never faw amongft dry banes. Oh 
pray for the enlargement and peace 
of Zion. May her borders be 
as extenfive as the globe—her 
children numerous as the human 
family—her peace’as a river—and 


her.righteouinefs as the waves of 


the fea l” 
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ORDINATION. 

ON Thurfday the 1oth day of 
November 1803, the Rev. Tim- 
oTHy Stone was ordained Paftor 
of the confociated church of Chrift 
in Cornwall. The Rev. Samuel 7. 
Mills of Torringford, made the 
introdu€tory prayer; the Rev. 
Bezaleel Pinneo of Milford, preach- 
ed a fermon happily adapted to 
the occafion, from 2'Tim. ii. 15. ; 
the Rev. Ammi R. Robbins of Nor- 
folk, made the confecrating pray- 
er; the Rev. Peter Starr of War- 
ren, delivered the charge ; the 
Rev. A/ael Hooker of Gofhen, gave 
the right hand of fellowfhip ; and 
the Rev. Alexander Gillet of Tor- 
rington, made the concluding 
prayer. Solemnity and order 
pervaded the aflembly. 


POETRY. 
' COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 
a 


Reflections on the end of the Year. 


6 ing obedient fun, at God’s com- 
aj mand, 

Once more his courfe has run ; 
Another year’s forever fled, 

And a new year begun. 


2. Within the year that’s now no more, 
What multitudes are gone, 

Summon’d by death’s refiftiefs call, 
Into a world unknown? 


3. While thoufands, younger far than I, 
Have clos’d their earthly race, 
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"Midft tombs unnumber’d I am fpar'g 
A monument of grace. ; 


4. And while along life’sdang’rous path 
Securely I have trod, 

Refie&t, my foul; what have I done 
To ferve my guardian God? 


5. How many precious hours and days 
Have | in trifles fpent ; ; 

What bleffings unimprov’d appezr, 
What murm’ring difcontent! 


6. Blinded by earth’s deluding toys, 
Which lead the heart aftray, 

How often have I turn’d afide 
From wifdom’s narrow way! ‘ 


7. Alas! how flowly have I learn’! 
Religion’s heavenly art ; 

How feldom have I rais’d to God. 
An undivided heart ! 


8. Ev’n in his prefence, in his houfe, 
Before his awful throne, 

How often have my treach’rous tho’ts 
To countlefs follies flown! 


9. How cold my zeal to praife his name 
Who bled upon the tree; 

How weak has been my love to him 
Who groan’d and di’d for me! 


10. Lord, fhould’R thou frictly mark 
my faults, 
And bring thy judgment near, 
Beneath thy fearching, holy eye, 
Oh, how muft I appear! 


11. But thou art rove; thy grace can 
cleanfe 
And fanctify my foul; 
The precious blood of Chrift can make 
The wounded finner whole. 


12. Lord, glorify thy boundlefs grace 
By faving me from fin: 
Caft out, my God, the hateful foe, 
And make me only thine. 
ASPASIO. 
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